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of ARTICLE XIV. 

; | An ESSAY upon the Truth of the Chri- 
- F ftian Religion: wherein its real Founda- 
“ | tion upon the Old Teftament is fhewn. Oc- 
: cafioned by the DISCOURSE of the 
oF srounds and reafons of Chriftianity. 
: By ARTHUR ASHLEY Sykes, M. A. 


is Redlor of Rayleigh in Effex. London: 
printed for Fames and Fohn Knapton, at 
the Crown in St. Paul’s Church-yard. 


1725. in 8v0. page. 304. 


He Author of this Book is fo far 
from being a timorous Divine, or a 
Politician, that he has not fcrupled to 

publifh the following Lines in his Preface. 
** It feems incumbent on our parts, fays he, 


“as lovers of men and friends to Truth, to 
Avcust 1725. F * examine 
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examine fairly, and without bitternefs, . the 
objections which are brought againit the Re- 
ligion which we profefs ; and to take care 
that thofe who produce their difficulties, fhould 
be by no means molefted, or any ways inju- 
red on that account. "Tis a reproach to 
Truth to feek fhelter in force ; and whatever 
any of the contending Parties may think, the 
By-ftanders always will efteem it an argument 
ot a weak caufe to defire fuch affiftance. All 
that a Chriftian would wifh for, I think, is 
only this———That an Adverlary would lay 
afide all prejudice and paffion, and bring with 
him a difpofition to receive the truth : That 
he would not rejeét the whole of what is faid, 
on account of fome incidental inaccuracies or 
miftakes : That the caufe of Chriftianity may 
not be deemed indefenfible or falfe, becaufe 
fome, who have meant well, have ill defend- 
ed it: that the ridiculous opinions of its Pro- 


feffors may not be imputed to Chriftianity it 
felf. 


. There is in the fame Preface another paflage, 


~ which contains another free obfervation. 
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** One 
thing more I would obferve, fays Mr. Sykes, 
which both the friends and the adverfaries of 
Chriftianity know full well ; and that is, that 
fince Divinity has been made a Science, and 
Sy{tematical opinions have been received and 
embraced, in fuch a manner that it ‘has not 
been fafe to contradiét them, the burden of 
vindicating Chriftianity has been very much 
encreafed. Its friends have been much em- 
barraffed through fear of foeaking againft /o- 
cal Truths ; and its adverfaries have fo fuccef- 
fully attacked thofe weakneffes, that Chriftia- 
nity itfelf has been deemed indefenfible, when 
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|“ in reality the follies of Chriftians alone have 


& been fo. Whereas, were Chriftians left to 
“ their full liberty to defend the doétrines of 
“ Chrift and his Apoftles; the doctrines, I fay 
66 of Chrift and his Apoftles, which is all that 
“ Chriftians, as fuch, are obliged to detend ; 
“ were no attacks to be made againft them, but 
“ what could be taken from thence; and were 
“ they to defend only them, I do not fee which 
‘Sway their caufe could receive any damage, 
“ nor how Infidelity could make any converts”. 

This Book is divided into fixteen Chapters, of 
which I fhall give a general account, after ha- 
ving taken notice of a paffage in the Intro- 
duction. 

It is the opinion of many perfons, that the 
truth of Chriftianity is fufficiently proved, if the 
miracles and Refurre€tion of Fefus are true; 
even without any regard to the Prophecies fo 
often appealed to by him. But Cfays our Au- 


thor) fuppofing the miracles to be true; yet no 


miracles can prove that, which is falfe in itfelf, 
tobetrue. If therefore the Meffias be not tore- 
told in the Old Teftament, no miracles can prove 
Jefus to be the Meffias foretold. Nay, conti- 
nues the Author, ’tis a ftronger argument to 
prove Jefus to be an Impoftor, that he appealed 
to Prophecies which were not Prophecies, and 
by that means impofed upon the ignorant peos 
ple; than ’tis that he came from God merely be- 
caufe he worked miracles. Fal/e Chrifts and falfe 
Prophets may arife, and may fhew [uch great 
Signs aud Wonders as to deceive, if it were poffi- 
ble, the very Eleé#, Matt. xxiv. 24. Yet no one 
from thence would argue that thofe falfe Chrifts 
aré true ones ; nor would any one conclude that 
aman came from God, Cnotwithftanding any 
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miracles he might do) if he appealed to Scri- 
pture for that which is no where in it. 

Befides, purfues Mr. Sykes, what notions of 
common morality muft he have, who pretends 
to come from God, and declares that the Scri- 
ptures teftify of him, John v. 39. if the Scriptures 
do not teftify of him? What honefty, what 
truth, or fincerity muft he have, who could be- 
gin at Mojes and all the Prophets, and expound 
unto his Difciples in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himfelf, Luke xxiv. 27. it neither 
Mofes nor the Prophets ever {poke a word about 
him? ‘The Prophets therefore muft be confider- 
ed, and the foundation of Chriftianity muft be 
laid on them, or elfe to avoid one difficulty we 
fhall run into very great abfurdities. 


I. In the firft Chapter, the Author fhows 
that the Jews expected about the time when 7e- 
{us appeared, that fome body from among them 
fhould obtain a dominion over all. This is un- 
deniable. 

II. ‘That expeétation of the Jews (fays Mr. 
Sykes) was grounded upon fome Prophecies of 
Dainiel. Irefer the Readers to the explication 
which the Author gives us of thofe Prophecies. 

III. He fhows what is meant by the kingdom 
of Heaven in the New Teftament ; that it is the 
Kingdom of the Meffias, the Kingdom of God 
foretold by Daniel; and that the expreffion is 
taken from that Prophet. This Kingdom (as 
our Saviour declared all along) began in his 
time: when he firft appeared, he faid that it was 
then at hand; that it was near them; and in 
fhort that it took its rife from him. 

IV. The phrafe kingdom of heaven, of God, 
of Chri? in the New Teftament has plainly two 
very different fignifications. Sometimes it fig- 

nifies 
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nifies that State in which Fe/us, the Chrift, fhall 


’ reign, when he fhall appear iu the clouds of hea- 
' ven: fometimes it fignifies the prefent State of 
things from the beginning of our Saviour’s do- 
» minion at his Afcenfion. 


Jefus is acknowledged by all Chriftians to be 


© their Lord and King; and they profefs an abfo- 
| lute obedience is due to his Laws as fuperior to 
» the Laws of all Princes, States or Potentates 
whatfoever. In this confifts his prefent King- 


dom: and the period from which this acknow- 


| ledgment was firft made, was the exa¢t period 


when this kingdom began. Now this was not 


before the Afcenfion of our Lord to the right 


hand of his Father; nor is it to be dated before 


that. When he himfelf was on earth, he only 
| faid that his Kingdom was igh at hand, Matt. 


iv.17. and after his Refurreétion St. Peter told 


the Jews that God made that fame ‘fefus whom 
_ they bad crucified both Lord and Chrift, At. ii. 


36. And St. Paul exprefsly fays, Philip. ii. 8— 
10. that God therefore highly exalted him, be- 


| caufe be became obedient to death, even the death 
| of the crofs. Now, as the Kingdom of Chrift 
| isove Kingdom, from the time that he received 
- all power in beaven and in earth, till the end 
when he foal deliver up the Kingdom to God even 


the Father, and fhall have put down all rule and 


| authority and power, 1 Cor. xv. 24. as the King- 
| dom of Chrift is ove Kingdom from the begin- 
ning to theend of all things, fo a careful reader 
_ of the Scriptures will eafily perceive a difference 
' of its States, and a difference of the methods 
by which it was at firft erected in the world, 
' and by which it will be hereafter carried on. 


V. This Chapter concerns the title of Son of 


; man in the New Teftament. Daniel vii. 13, 14. 


Fs fays: 
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fays: I faw in the night vifions, and bebold one 
like THE SON OF MAN Came with the clouds of 
beaven, aud came to the Antient of days, and they 
brought bim near before bim: and there was given 
bim DOMINION 47d GLORY and a KinGpom, that 
all people, nations and languages, foould ferve him; 
his dominion és an everlafting dominion, which 
fhali not pafs away ; and bis Kincpom that which 
foall not be deftroyed. 

The Kingdom prophefied of, is given to One 
diftinguifhed by the character of THE Son oF 
MAN; and ’tis fuch a Kingdom as fhall not be 
defiro yed. | 

Mr. Sykes fhows that as Fefus preached the f 
Kingdom of heaven to be at band, fo where-ever F 
the phrafe of Sou of man is mentioned in the 
New Teftament, this Prophecy of Daniel is in 
view; and where-ever Fe/us is called the Son of 
man, how often foever that be, it fignifies that f 
he is that Perfon to whom the Kingdom is gi-f 
ven in the Prophecies of Daniel. 


VI. As for the Title of Meffias, or Chvif,¥ 
the Jews took it from the IX Chapter of Da-F 
niel, where it is faid: Know therefore and under-| 
ftand thet froin the going forth of the commana-¥ 
ment to reftore and to build ‘Ferufalem, unto they 
Meffiah tiie Prince, fall be feven weeks anit 
threefcore and two weeks, &c. 3 


VII. In this Chapter, the Author fhows that f 
Jefus proved himfelf to be the Chrif, or thee 
Mefias, by the miracles and wonders he per-— 
formed. There are in this part of the Bookf 
feveral obfervations, that deferve to be attended 
to. . | | 


VIII. Out 
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VIII. Our Author proceeds to fhow what 
evidence there is for the muracles of jetus- 
Chrift. What he fays upon that Head is very 
judicious. 


IX and X. He difcovers no lefs judgment in 
difcourfing about the Refurreétion of Chrift. 
He makes it highly probable that if Jetus had 
appeared atter his Refurrection to the Pharifees, 
to the Rulers of the Jews, they would not have 
believed that he was truly rifen from the dead. 

Mr. Sykes concludes the X Chapter with 
thefe words. ‘* The argument therefore for the 
“ truth of Chriftianity ftands thus. The Me/- 
“ fiab was foretold: Ye/us laid claim to that ti- 
“ tle, and proved his claim by miracles, and by 
“ his Refurrection from the dead. There does 
“ not appear to be reafon fufficient to make us 
“ reject the accounts we have of the Refurrecti- 
“on of Jefus; and therefore we may conclude 
“ that Faét to be true ; and in confequence that 
% Fefus is the Chrift”. 


XI. The eleventh Chapter contains an Argu- 
ment drawn trom the Prophecies of the New 
Teftament for the truth of Chriftianity, Mr. 
Sykes fays that St. Paul and St. John have fore- 
told the corruptions and the tyranny of the 
Church of Rome. 

The Author thinks, he has fhown how far 
Chriftianity is grounded upon the Old Teftament ; 
but becaufe feveral paffages of the Old Tefta- 
ment, quoted in the New, have lately occafion- 
eda great difpute, he undertakes to clear that 
controverfy. Some, fays he, in order to refolve 
the difficulty, affirm that the Books of the Old 

F 4 Tefta- 
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Teftament have been corrupted. Others affert 
a doulle completion of Prophecies ; and others 
pretend that the Apoftles made ufe of an allego- 
rical way of reafoning. ‘The corruption of the 
Old Teftament, afferted by Mr. Whifton, is as 
great a difficulty as that which he endeavours to 
account for. <A double fenfe of Prophecies makes 
Prophecy ufelefs, unlefs a Prop: fhould de- 
clare fuch a double fenfe; becau., if Prophe- 
cies have not one determinate fenie, they will be 
equally capable of as many accomplifhments, as 
every Enthufiaft pleafes. As for the allegorical 
way of interpreting Prophecies and arguing 
from them, it is, generally fpeaking, fo wild 
and extravagant, that men of fenfe can never 
be converted by fuch a method of reafoning, 
And therefore Mr. Sykes propofes another way 
of juftifying the citations of the Evangelifts. 


XII. Before he enters upon that fubjeét, he 
confiders the meaning of Types in the New Te- 
ftament and of Typical reafonings. 'This Chapter 
deferves to be read very carefully: it contains 
many remarkable obfervations. ‘The Author de- 
nies that the Jewifh Rites were defigned to pre- 
figure fome thing in Chriftianity : he affirms that 
the Apoftles argue from thofe Rites only by 
way of illuftration, analogy and fimilitude. 
“¢ There is no one thing, fays he, that has made 
“* the New Teftament the fubjeét of ridicule to 
‘¢ Jews and Infidels, fo much as the abfurd in- 
“* ferences which Chriftians ufually have drawn 
“* from paffages, which vifibly contain not one 
“* tittle of what is pretended: nor is it poffible 

to conceive what real injury this has done to 

the caufe of Chriftianity. To fee the moft 
glaring and eminent follies and weakneffes of 
6° men 
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“ men fanctified by divine words, and vended 
s¢ as important truths, or put upon the world 
“ as the Revelation of God, is entirely to alie- 
“¢ nate mens minds from truth, and to make 
‘¢ them take refuge in any thing rather than in 
“6 the Books of Divine Wifdom ”. 

I am afraid this complaint is but too well 
erounded. It were to be wifhed that all thofe 
who undertake to preach the Gofpel, would en- 
deavour to underftand it. Next to honefty and 
moderation, there is nothing that becomes a Di- 
vine more than fome skill in the critical Art. 

Our Author concludes the obfervations of this 
Chapter in the following words. °* Thus much 
“ concerning Types and Typical reafonings. 1 
“ concern not my felf with what the Antients 
“ have in fact faid, nor with their methods of 
© arguing. Had they defigned to have expofed 
“ Chriftianity to the common {corn of all its 
“ Adverfaries, I know not how they could more 
“ effeCtually have done it, than by abandoning 
“common fenfe, and treating every thing ri- 
“ diculoufly, and making Types and Prophecies 
“ of every thing. And if Chriftians will per- 
“ fift in fuch methods of reafoning, and will de- 
“ fend fuch wild arguings as the Word of God, 
“ | thall not wonder if Atheifts and Deifts fcoff 
“at their credulity, and reject that which is 


6 fupported by manifeft folly and abfurdity ”. 


XITI—XV. In the three next Chapters, the 
Author examines the Quotations from the Old 
Teftament, that are to be found in the Gofpels 
and the Acts of the Apoftles. He fays that 


: fometimes the Evangelifts apply to the Meffias 


paflages of the Old Teftament, which plainly 


| telate to fome other perfon, or thing, than what 


they 
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they are applied to. Thofe quotations, fays 
Mr. Sykes, are only Alluficns, or Accommodations. 
I hall {et down two or three inftances, whereby 
my Readers will be able to judge of all the 
others. 

Jefus was Lorn of a Virgin, fays St. Matthew, 
j. 22 that it might be tultilled whech was {poken 
of the Lord ly the Prophet, fayiug, Behold a Vir- 
gin fhall be with child. Mr. Sykes allows to the 
Author of the D2/courfe of the grounds and rea~ 
fons of Chriftianity, that “* thefe words do in 
‘© their obvious and literal fenfe relate to a young 
*¢ \\oman in the days of Abaz, as will appear 
“* by the context”. Mr. Sykes adds, that if 
any one fhould read J/zzzh, without knowing or 
having heard of the Evangelift, it is highly pro- 
bable that he would not think he reads a Pro- 
phecy of an event, which was not to happen in 
lefs than feven hundred and forty years. Mr. 
Whifton himfelf acknowledges that £* this ¢ paf- 
“¢ fage of I/aiab, as it ftands in all the late Bi- 
*“ bles, Hebrew and Greek, includes fuch an 
*¢ additional claufe, as feems no way applicable 
“* to the Meffiah, and fo occafions the Jews to 
“¢ triumph, as if the prediction were meant not 
** of a Virgin, but only of a young Woman in 
“ the days of Abaz”. Our Author further ob- 
ferves, that in the feries of the Evangelical Hi- 
{tory this prophecy is never cited dire€tly and 
in terms; and yet one would think, it fhould 
have been mentioned, fince the faét was fo re- 
markable and fo well known. 

To account for this, learned men have gene- 
rally recourfe to a double completion of prophe- 


——— 





t Ejfay on the Old Teftament, p. 229. 
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cies ; for they fee that the words of the Prophet 


manifeftly relate to fome body eiie, though they 
are applied to the Mefftas by the Evangeliflt. 
Mr. Sykes is apt to think that no Unbelicver 
will be converted by fuch notions. ‘The admit- 
ting of a double completion, fays he, unlels it 
be declared by the Prophet, will make all Pro- 
phecy perfectly ufelefs. When any thing is 
foretold, it is defigned to be a mark, or cha- 
rater, by which we may be able to judge of the 
event, whenever it fhall happen. Now when 
we fee the accomplifhment of a prophecy in one 
perfon, why fhould we look for a fecond accom- 
plifhment in another? Or if fome like circum- 
ftances may feem to make a prophecy relate to 
feveral perfons ; the natural confequence will be 
adifregard to all application of them, vecaufe 
fuch ambiguity and uncertainty makes it endlefs 
to apply them. When a prophecy has once re- 
ceived its completion, ’tis ridiculous to apply it 
a fecond time to another perfon; becaufe by 
that means we deftroy the ufe and defign of pro- 
phecy: fince if it be faid to have feveral perfons 
in view, we fhall not be able to prove toa gain- 
fayer that it belongs to any particular perfon, to 
whom in the truth of things it is applicable. 
Mr. Sykes might have added, that the double 
fenfe of Prophecies feems to have been afferted, 
in order to avoid the imputation of believing 
that the Meffias is not to be found in fo many 
places of the Old Teftament as *tis commonly 
thought. It looks like a handfome fhift to fe- 
cure one felf from the clamours of Divines. 
What then is the meaning of the Evangelift 
in this citation ? Or to what end does he allege 
thofe words, if they do not relate to the _— 
i 
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| if they are not a prediction, that he was to be 
hia born of a Virgin? 

file The Author anfwers, that the Evangelift ci- 
eae ted this paflage, (which concerned a child to be 
Mi ti born in the days of Abaz) as being very agree- 
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able to the miraculous birth of Jefus, and not 
iit as a prophecy of his birth. St. Matthew, ob- 
at ferving the wonderful birth of the Meffias, fays: 

4 All this was done that it might be fulfilled which 
was {poken of the Lord by the Prophet. But he 
meant no more than an accommodation of the 
words of the Prophet to the cafe in hand: or, 
as Bifhop Kidder + expreffes himfelf, after a long 
examination of this difficulty: °* St. Matthew 
“¢ applies the Prophet’s words to the wonderful 
“ birth of Jefus”. 

The objections againft this interpretation 
(continues the Author) arife wholly from our 
being unacquainted with the Jewifh Phrafeolo- 
gy. The Evangelifts were Hebrews, and writ 
Pay ye as other Hebrew Writers. ‘They did not make 
led eee a language of their own, nor ufe a Phrafeology 

hae Ga peculiar to themfelves. And therefore we mutt 
phate not judge of the fenfe of the Evangelifts from 
eed that of our own words ; but we mutt enter into 
the Jewifh Phrafeology, and fee what the Jews 
meant by fuch and fuch expreffions, and upon 
what principles they reafoned. Their ways of 
{peaking and of quoting, which can be learned 
from Jewifh Writers only, muft be look’d into; 
and how unnatural foever they may feem to us, 
we muft be determined by them. Now’tis evi- 
dent from numberlefs examples, that the Jewifh 
way of writing is exactly agreeable to that of 
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the Evangelifts; and the Mafters of the Syna- 
gogue applied paflages of the Old Teftament in 
{enfes very remote from that of the original Au- 
thor. Every page of every Ravbzn almoft will 
fupply us with inftances of this kind. As for 
the term, fufilled, they very often meant no 


| more by it, than the happening of a like event, 
' or an exact agreement in particular circumftan- 
» ces of one event with another. 


In the fame manner, that perplexing quotation 
from Hofea ii. 1. Out of Egypt bave I called my 
Sov, introduced by St. Matthew i. 15. thus, 


: That it might be fulfilled which was [poken of the 


Lord by the Prophet, is fo manifeftly no predi¢ti- 
on about Jefus, that this alone would fhow us 
the true way of underftanding thefe expreffions. 
The paflage of Hofea concerns the Children of 
Ifrael’s coming out of Egypt ; and it cannot be 


| proved to any one that will contradiét it, that 
_ this is a prophecy of a future event. 


Wherefore fince the Prophet manifeftly {peaks 


| of a different fubject from that mentioned by 
. the Evangelift, we ought in common juftice to 
_ put another meaning upon the words of the E- 
_ vangeliit, unlefs the nature of his language ne- 
ceflarily forces one to underftand him, as if he 


defigned to declare an event foretold. Now the 


| Greek Particle ive, tHat, very frequently fig- 
| nifies only the accidental Event, not the End or 
_ Defign. Thus Fobu ix. 39. For judgment am I 
_ come into the world, iva, tHAT they which fee 
| ot, might fee, and they which fee, might be made 
| lind. Juft in the fame manner has the fame 
| Apoftle applied a paflage of I/aiah. But though he 
| bad done (o many miracles before them,yet they believed 


uot on bim, iva, THAT the faying of Ifaiah the 


Prophet might be fulfilled which be {poke, Lord, 
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eho bas believed our report? xii. 37, 38. Not 
that Fe/us came into the world with a defign to 
blind the people, but on the contrary to open 
mens eyes. Not that God detigned that the j Jews 
fhould not regard the miracles of Fe/us 5 but in 
reality that they fhould pay a regard to his mira. 
cles, or elfe they would have been guilty of no 
fin in retufing to pay a regardtothem. But in 
the accidental event of things it thus happened, 
that the miracles of our Lord were the occafions 
of their obftinacy ; and the words of J/aiab fuit- 
ed their cafe as exactly, as if they had beena 
prophecy concerning that very Generation. So 
here in the application of the words of Hofea, 
there was as exaét a fuitablenefs of the words of 
the Prophet to the cafe of Jefus, as if it had 
been exprefsly foretold that Jefus was to go 
down into Egypt, and return from that coun- 
try. 

Neither will the words, ive xanpoOs, that it 
might be fulfilled, prove that the Evangelift de- 
figned to {peak of a prediction of a future event 
accomplifhed. The Prophet {peaks here of quite 
another thing ; and therefore it is very reafona- 
ble to put fuch a fenfe upon the words. of the 
Evangelift, as will make the whole confiftent 
If by interpreting the citation, as a mere accom- 
modation of borrowed words, it will render the 
whole intelligible, it is very proper fo to do. 

Thus when St. Matthew fays, ii. 18. Then 

was fulfilled that which was fpoken by Feremy the 
Prophet, faying: In Rama was there a voitt 
beard, lamentation and weeping, and great mours- 
ing Rachel wee ping for ber children, and would 
not be comforted, Lecanfe they were not : if we look 
into ‘Feremiah, ’tis plain that he fpeaks of the 
difperfion of the Jews in foreign countries, and 
promi 
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promifes (Chap. xxxi. v. 16.) that they shall 
come again from the land of the enemy. And 
y. 17, that Prophet fays: Tiere is hope in thine 
end—that thy children fhall come again to their 
oun border. Wheretore in order to fulfill this 
prophecy, the Cbz/dren Cuppole we are to under- 
ftand by that word the Intants mentioned by 
St. Matthew) were not to be murdered, but to 
be kept alive, and brought back into their own 
country. This therefore cannot poflibly be a 
prophecy of a future event, relating to the 
murder of the Infants by Herod’s order ; but 
muft be only an application of a paflage of the 
Prophet, where the words exactly fuited the 
prefent occafion. 

I take the liberty to make here an obfervation, 
which feems to me to have fome weight in it. 
St. Matthew does not fay in this laft place, That 
it might be fulfilled, but only, Then was fulfilled. 
It appears from thence that thofe two expref- 
fions fignify the fame thing, and that the words, 


| that it might be fuifilled, import no more than 
| thefe, then was fulfilled. Now the words, thei 
_ was fulfilled, may very naturally denote a mere 


accommodation. This Subject brings into my 


' mind a paflage of Edmund Ludlow in his Me- 
| Moirs, pag. 318, 319. He fays that having one 
| day a converfation with Cromwell, the latter af- 


fured him of his good intentions for the public 


' Sood. °° He proteffed to defire nothing more 
| “than that the Government of the nation 
: might be fettled in a full and equal Common- 
oe wealth, acknowledging that there was no 
b other prohable means to keep out the old Fa- 
& aly and Government from returning upon 
gg USS deciaring that he jookec upon the defign 
"of the Lord in this day to be the freeing of 
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** his People from every burden, and that he 
“ coas now accomplifhing what was prophefied in 
“ the CX. Pfalm: trom the confideration of 
“© which he was often encouraged to attend the 
“© effecting thofe ends, {pending at leaft an hour 
“Cin the expofition of the Pfalm, adding to 
‘¢ this that it was his intention to contribute 
‘© the utmoft of his endeavours to make a tho- 
“ row reformation of the Clergy and Law”, 
Cromwell did not pretend that he was really 
foretold in the CX. Pfalm. He made only an 
application of it to himfelf: he meant only dy 
bis accomplifbing what was prophefied in it, that 
what he did then, was agreeable to the contents 
of the CX Pfalm. 

Mr. Sykes quotes upon the prefent fubjeét a 
long paflage of Bifhop Kidder in his Demonjtra- 
tion of the Meffias, Part II. pag. 215, 216. That 
paflage of the learned Prelate is very fine, and 
perfectly agrees with Mr. Sykes’s notion. | 
fhall fet down here the greateft part of it. ‘A 
“¢ Scripture may be faid to be fulfilled more im- 
“° properly 5 v. g. by way ot Accommodation 3 as 
** when a like event happens to any place or 
“* people to what fell out fome time before. 
“¢ The forrow and the mourning that now fell 
“* upon the coaft of Bethlebem and Ramah, was 
“* very bitter and grievous, and like that which 
“* is reported to have befallen thofe places, by 
“* Feremy, upon another occafion: and then 
“* thofe words are made ufe of by way of Alit- 
“¢ fion to exprefs this forrow by. The Evange- 
“* jift does not fay, that it might be fulfilled; 
“ but then was fulfilled; q. d. Such another 
** fcene of forrow appeared then, upon the 
** murder of the Innocents, as was that which 


I evemy mentions upon another fad occafion”. 
I Here 
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be & Here Bifhop Kidder feems to make a difference 
in © between thefe two expreflions, that it might be 
of baited, and, then it was fulfited; but I think 
he & there is no ‘ground for fuch a difference, as I 
ur g have obferved above ; and it may eafily be pro- 


to & ved. .The Prelate goes on thus. 


“This is a 


ite : «“ way of {peaking ufed in the New Teftament. 
o- | “ What the Prophet I/aiah fays of the hypo« 
»B & crites of his time (xxix. 13.) is applied by 
lly & “ Jelus to thofe who were like them. Ye bypo« 
an “ cyites, well did Maias propbe/y of you, faying 
a « ——Thefe men were hypocrites like thofe in 
hat | “ the Prophet’s time ; and therefore the words 
nts @ of the Prophet are accommodable to them, 
6 though they were fpoken of other men. 

taf “ Again, the words of she fame Prophet, which 
rae ©“ were {poken to thofe of his own time, aré 
hat | faid to be fulfilled in thofe who lived in our 
ind | “ Saviour’s 5 and are accommodated to them. 
1B “ In them is fulfilled the prophe/y of Ifaias, fays 
cA : “our Saviour: Matt. xiii. 14. with J/ai. vi. 
jms : “ St. Paul applies the fame words to the Jews of 
9s : “his time, and at the fame time allows them 


or & “to have been fpoken of their Fathers: 


AGh. 


ore. “ | xxviii. 25. It were eafy to give more inftan« 
fell B “ ces to this purpofe. Compare Mctt. xiii. 34, 
was t 35. with Pf. Ixxviii. 2. Matt. xxi. 13. with 
rich Jer vii. 2. And this is a liberty to be allow 


by “ed to, and that is taken by 


all Writers. 


hen fp St. Matthew was an Hebrew, and wrote (tis 
Aliu- & commonly believed) in the Hebrew tongue $ 
ige- fF “ and for the ufe of the Hebrews, and in their 


leds ftyle and manner of writing. 


He muft be a 


ther gq eanger to the Hebrew Writers, that does 
the * Rot know that nothing is more common 
hich § , among them than fuch Accommodations of 


on __ the Text upon all oc¢cafions. 
Here F* in fuch applications, &%e. 
| Avcust 1923. G 
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To fulfill therefore Clays Mr. Sykes) does not 


neceflarily fignify the completion of an event 
foretold, but only fuch a refemblance of circum. 
ftances, that the words of the Prophet may be 
literally and exaétly applied to the cafe in 
hand. 

Our Author makes here a very good obferva- 
tion upon the manner of quoting ufed by the 
facred Writers of the New Teftament. Tis ve- 
ry plain (fays he) that they vary in their quota- 
tions very much trom the Hebrew, and likewife 
from the LXX. He gives fome_inftan. 
ces of it, and then he goes on thus. Thefe, 
and many other inftances of the fame kind, fhow 
that the Evangelifts fometimes applied the words 
of the Old Teftament, which fuited the occa: 
fions they were {peaking about, without regard- 
ing the original intention and view of the Pro- 
phet ; ; and at other times they regarded the fenfe 
of Prophecies, without tying themfelves up to 
the very expreffions which the Prophets ufed 
Now fuppofing their citations to be, as generil- 
ly they are, mere accommodations only, this will 
naturally account for the changes of words, ot 
the differences which feem fo irreconcileable 
In fuch cafes, words may be left out, or put in, 
or may be applied differently from what an Av 
thor originally defigned. Nor is there ms thing 
more ufual than for all forts of people, by fal 
changes of words, to accommodate Scripture: 
paffages to things which the Writers themfelves 
never had in view. Nor would this meet with 
any difficulty in the prefent cafe, were it not 
for thofe ftrong expreffions made ufe of by the 

Apoftles, which our unacquaintednefs with the 
genius of the Language, and of the people 
which 
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tt | which ufed them, makes appear fo harfh and 
. — difficult to be underftood. 
ef By what has been faid hitherto, the Readers 
in | may judge how the Author accounts for many 
‘other citations of the Evangelifts. He lays 
a F down this general rule about the matter in 
he @ hand. If the Prophet cited {peaks of himfelf} 
ef or of his contemporaries, or of paft times, 
-§ the application of fuch a citation to our Sa- 
ife § viour ought to be deemed no more than an 
ins E allufion, or refemblance of faéts, and not as a 
fe, — determinate future event, to be accomplifhed in 
ow — or by the Meffias. Nor ought any one to ar- 
rds @ gue from fuch allufions, applications or refem- 
cae blances, as if they were the grounds and reafous 








rd: of the Chriftzan Religion ; but only to confider 
ro. | them as accommodations of the Scripture-lan- 
nfe | guage to a prefent occafion. Mr. Sykes quotes 
» to Ba long paflage of the late Reverend Dr. Nichol 
fed, em his Conference with a Theift, Part. III. p. 10, 
yale [EeC. It appears by this paffage, and by that of 


will t hop Kidder above-mentioned, that our Author 
, or eennot be accounted a Heretic in point of Pro- 
able PPhecy, without involving that Bifhop and Dr. 
t in, @Aicholl in the fame accufation. 
Aue § If it be asked why the Apoftles ufed a ftyle, 
hing Sst might fo eafily lead the unwary Reader in- 
{mall MP miftakes ? He anfwers: They ufed a ftyle and 
ture: #leology which was then common among the 
felves MES, and underftood by them as eafily as our 
with F"opean Phrafeology is underftood by us. There 
t not fe Numberlefs expreffions in the New Teftament 
y the fi@¢ in the Old too, which, when rightly under- 
hh the Od, and as the Writer really meant them, fig- 
eople MY Nothing like what ignorant people take them 
which > Or what fome Men of Letters wreft them 
+ God bardening Pharaoh’s heart: God de- 
G 2 ceiving 
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ceiving Prophets: Election : Predeftination: Grace: f 
thefe and a thoufand other inftances of hard 
words occur, which are now underftood, almof & 
univerfally, in a manner different from what « FF 
firft fight they feem to fignify. 5 

When therefore (fays Mr. Sykes) the Author f 
of the Di/courfe of the grounds and reafons of the 
Chrifian Religion, oblerves, pag. 6. that the 
Evangelifts prove the feveral parts of Chriftianiyy. 
from the Old Teftament, and argues thus, becaul 
they ufe the term fulfi/, or citations from thi 
Old Teftament, he very much miftakes thE 
meaning of that term, and the defign of thi” 
Apoftles in their quotations. For fince man 
of them are only accommodations of words nf 
the point in hand ; and introduced in the fan” 
manner as if they were prophecies; the rukf , 
laid down above will fufficiently enable us uf , 
diftinguifh accommodations from prophecie,— 
and fhow the miftake of thofe, who put onf” 
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uniform fenfe upon a word which has evident” : 
more than one fenfe, as it is applied. oy 
In the XVI. and laft Chapter, which is ver” p 
fhort, the Author anfwers this curious Queftion—R’ , 
Why the Prophecies which Chrifians very ufulih ,, 
infif? on now a-days, are never mentioned in ih. b 
New Leflament ; whereas others, which feem wh ¢, 
remote and difficult to be underftood, are ther” 





often mentioned. ' 
The remarks of this Chapter are very {ube 
Mr. Sykes obferves that the prophecy concern 
Shiloh, Daniel’s feventy weeks, and Haggai’s |e 
coud Temple, are never cited in the New Tel 
ment, nor fo much as hinted at. He thinks! 
very good reafon may be affigned for it. Th 
meaning (fays he) of the Prophecy concernit 
Siilod is this: ** That Fudab fhould continve 
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'f « Zribe, and there fhould be in that, and in 
ace: « that Tribe alone, Dominion and Jurifdiction 
ard till the Meffiah come——and the people be 
oft Fe & gathered to him”. Now, purfues Mr. Sykes, 
tat *iscertain that within a few years after the death 

of Jefus, the Tribe of ‘fudab ceafed to be a 
hot f ‘Tribe, and loft all Jurifdiétion. This fhows the 
‘the reafon why that prophecy was not alleged by 
tht Jefus, or by the Apoftles. For, the Epiftles 
uy and all the Gofpels, (except St. John’s Gofpel 
aut and St. Jude’s Epiftle) were written before the 
the Jews were difperfed, and confequently before this 
tee prophecy was fulfilled. Now, whilft the Jewifh 
thf State continued, it was poffible that fome body 
nany elfe might have arofe, and laid claim to the title 
SO of Sbilob. But, when the Temple and the State 
fan were entirely deftroyed, the Prophecy had its 
rukB event, and then, and not till then, ‘it might 
SOR very juftly have been quoted as fulfilled. 
cif = The fame reafon may be given why the /é- 
ome yenty Weeks of Daniel are never cited in the 
nti New Teftament. “Part of Daniel’s prophecy 

| was fulfilled by the death of Jefus; but that 
vee part which related to the deftruction of the City 
tn | and the Sanéfuary, remained unaccomplifhed ; 
Man and therefore the Prophecy could not be urged 
i i"§ by the Apoftles in favour of Jefus, till all was 
m"® fulfilled by the deftruction of Jerufalem. 
ere ~— Likewife, what Haggai fays that the Defire of 
__.p 9% nations foould come into that Temple, ii. 7. 
ub could not be urged before the Temple was de- 
me ftroyed; for, it was no fure evidence that a cer- 
5 tain perfon was the Meffias, becaufe he laid claim 
‘elt to that title, whilft the Temple ftood ; but it 
nts) would be evident that he could not be the Chrift, 





it if he had not come before the deftruétion of the 
nue 3 
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The Author concludes his Work with feveral 


“© Would to God (Clays he) that Chri- 
{tians would be content with the plainnefs and 
fimplicity of the Gofpel! That they would be 
perfuaded to make no other terms of com- 
munion, than what Jefus himfelf has made! 
That they would not vend under the name 
of Evangelical truth, the abfurd and contra. 
dictory Schemes of ignorant or wicked men! 
That they would part with that load of rub- 
bifh, which makes thinking Men almoft fink 
under the weight, and gives too great a han- 
dle for Infidelity! That they would diftin- 
guifh betwixt human opinions and revealed 
truths! That they would fee the difference 
betwixt Authority and Reafon! That they 
would look upon Fe/us as the Author and Fi- 
nifoer of Faith! That they would think, that 
they are not qualified to make any other terms 
of acceptance with God, than what are il- 
ready publifhed by our Saviour! That’ they 
would look upon all ferious Chriftians, 4s 
Members of the one Body of Chrift! That 
they would ceafe from unchriftian and inhv- 
man damning, perfecuting, burning one ano- 
ther, for not affenting to the words of Men, 
as to the words of God! And Chriftianity 
would foon become the joy of the whole 
Earth, and Infidelity would lofe its main, | 
may fay, its only fupport”. 


It feems to me that the Author has done 3 


great fervice to Chriftianity by publifhing this 
Book. I never read any polemical Work, writ- 
ten with greater politenefs : I have not found in 
it any injurious term, any perfonal reflexion. 
If this Book had not a very great fale, I fhould 
wonder at it. If this Book does not appear ful- 
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 fcient to remove {cruples about the Quotations 
| of the firft Preachers of the Gofpel, I know 


not what will do it. 

I fhall obferve, that this Book cannot be 
well anfwered, unlefs it be proved that Chrif 
was not foretold in the Prophecies ‘of Daniel ; 
and that the Evangelifts and Apoftles did really 
believe that all their citations related only to the 
Perfon of Fefus, or to his Difpenfation, and 
could not be underftood of any other Perfon, or 
any other thing. If thofe two Articles are not 
proved with great evidence, an Anfwer to Mr. 
Sykes’s Book would be very infignificant. 

To conclude: I am fenfible of the length of 


this Article; and I hope the Readers will not be 


difpleafed with it, confidering the importance of 
the Subject. Befides, it is certainly very pro- 
per that my Readers fhould find in this Journal 
fomething concerning the prefent difpute about 
the Citations in the New Teftament ; a difpute, 
which has made fo great a noife, not only among 
the Clergy, but alfo among the Laity ; a difpute, 
which has employed the Pens of Bifhops, Deans, 
Doftors of Divinity, and other learned Di- 
vines. 
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ARTICLE XV. 


CLovis, Poéme dédié au Roi. A Paris, 
chez Piffot, @c. 1725. 


G 4 That 





























ime . 

) are ' 

' hie 

: The # ; 

Te tease 

Mie .4 

ve a 

; ~ > & 
7.4 
tS ‘ 
at 































104 New MEMOIRS Arr. ts. : 


That 1s, 


Crovis, an Epic Poem dedjcated to the 
King. Paris, 1725. in 8% pagg. 172, 


Taken from the Journal des Sgavans. 


OTWITHSTANDING the prejudices againft 
the French, in point of Epic Poetry, the 
Chevalier de St. Didier did not think that fuch a 
work was above his ftrength. The Public is 
obliged to him for his commendable endeavours ; 
and his fuccefs will doubtlefs encourage our beft 
Poets to cultivate that fort of Poetry, which has 
been long ago fo much neglected in France, 
though it be fo proper to do honour to the n2- 
tion. 

The Subjeét, pitched upon by the Author, is 
one of the greateft and moft entertaining. ’Tis 
the Eftadlifhment of the Monarchy and Religi- 
on of the French. The beginning of the Po- 
em pleafes by its noble fimplicity. ‘The Author 
opens the narration with a magnificent defcripti- 
on of Rome. The Church is feated upon : 
throne, from which fhe takes a view of the 
whole World. She cafts her eyes upon the 
banks of the Rhine, where fhe perceives the 
Francs in a full march to go over it, and then 
to make a conqueft of Gaul. She fees theit 
young King {wear to his Gods that he will car- 
ry them thither in a triumphant manner. The 
motherly love of the Church for all men makes 
her pity the blindnefs of that Prince. 

She aicends into Heaven, and reads in the 
eternal Book a Decree, importing that the 
Francs will be Chriftians, and that Clovis, het 
eldeli 
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eldeft Son, will tranfmit that title to all his fuce 
ceflors. Whereupon the Church, in the fhape 
of Glory, goes and encourages Clovis to profe- 
cute his defign. 

Clovis, having heard the difcourfe of the 
Church, has no longer the fame Zeal for his 
Gods. He feems to have a wandering mind, du- 
ring the facrifice of Mars. ‘That turious De- 
mon runs to give notice of it to the Monarch 
of Hell: all the falfe Gods of the Earth meet. 
Here the Poet lays down the foundation of the 
fabulous Syftem, which affords him the Won- 
derful, that appears through the whole Poem: 
the Demons are transformed into the Gods of 
the Fable. The Author makes a very proper 
ufe of the Converfion of the Francs, to encou- 
rage the Demons (who are only, under other 
names, the Gods of the Greeks and Romans) to 
maintain their Altars; a Syftem, always con- 
fiftent with itfelf, and whofe fimplicity feems to 
make its merit. 

Thus the Church on one hand favours the de- 
fign of Clovis, and on the other hand the De- 
mons are refolved to deftroy it. *Tis the plot 
of the Poem. The Author has adorned it with 


| noble Epifodes, arifing from the ation itfelf. 


We fhall give an account of them, fince he has 
not thought fit to do it in his Preface. 

Queen Albione, banifhed from England, comes 
to ask fome fuccours of Clovis, and occafions 
between the French and the Englifh divifions, 
like thofe that are to be found in the Epifode 


_ of Virgil’s Dido between the Romans and the 


Carthaginians, This is the firft Epifode. 
That obftacle, grounded upon human paffions, 


| being overcome, the Poet brings in another 


purely natural, which forms the fecond Epifode, 
| prepa- 
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prepared in the firft Canto. There is nothing 
more natural in thefe countries than the over- 
flowing of a River, in the beginning of the 
Spring. ‘The Rhine, {welled by the fnow, 
overflows the camp of Clovis. He and his ar- 
my are in danger of being drowned. 

That Epifode is followed by another, which 
is alfo prepared in the firft Canto. Two Prin- 
ces of the blood of Clovis, being in love with 
his fifter Lantzde, have a mind to fight in the 
night at the head of the troops commanded by 
them. ‘Their quarrel, occafioning a dilorder, 
would have difperfed the army. 

The next Epifode, which is the laft and the 
moft powerful obftacle of the Demons againtt 
the Paffage of Clovis, is taken from Religion; 
a motive, which was always the moft prevailing 
over the minds of men. ‘The Francs, to fet of 
their origin, had recourfe to Fables, as all other 
nations. They pretended to defcend from the 
Trojans, led by Affyawax, under the name of 
Francus. ‘The Author, in order to make the an- 
tiquity of our origin wonderful, has revived that 
fabulous tradition : and ’tis upon this defcent that 
the Oracle of Mars requires that the blood of 
Francus be fhed, to procure a victory. The 

erfon who is to die, can be no other but one 
of the blood of Kings; the Author having 
fhown in the third Canto that all the Kings til 
Clovis are fprung from Fraucus. The High 
Prieft, troubled with difmal dreams, explains 
the Oracle againft Lantide, fifter of Clovis. 
The Francs, to triumph over the Gauls and 
Romans, have a mind to facrifice Lantide. Het 
Brother, and her Lovers, are againft it : there 
arife two parties in the army: they are ready 
to fight, when the Princefs is faved. A profli- 
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gate man, who pretended to be defcended from 
| Kings, dies; and the High Prieft grounds upon 
- that death the accomplifhment of the Oracle. 


Peace is reftored in the camp: they make an 
end of the Bridge, and the Army croffes the 
Rhine. 

The Epifode of the Foreft of Ardennes, pre- 
ared in the fourth Canto, is an imitation of 
the fixth Book of the Eneid. Clovis enters 
that Foreft, to conceal his march from the Ro- 
mans. God, to encourage him to profecute his 
defign, fhows him his Pofterity, and the future 
ereatnefs of the Empire whereof he is to be the 


) Founder. 


This is a general notion of the eight Cantos. 
One may obferve, by the detail of thofe Epi- 
fodes, that the Author has endeavoured to put 
in practice this precept of Horace, femper ad 
eventum feftinat ; and that he has ingenioufly 
made ufe of the privilege of Poets to mix ficti- 
on with hiftorical truths. From all thofe diffe- 
rent obf{tacles, which happen very naturally, and 
are overcome by Clovis, it refults, That a Hero 
ought not to be difcouraged by labours and dif- 
ficulties. Clovis always in danger, in the midft 


| of a feries of events linked one with another, 


raifes a fear, and at the fame time a hope for 
him. From that fear and that hope arifes a true 
concern, which feizes and moves the mind, and 
which being fupported by a probable Wonder- 
ful, produces the charm of the Epic Poem. 

One cannot judge of the whole oeconomy of 


4 Poem, without having the end of it; and 
| therefore we muft confine our felves to fome ob- 


fervations. This Poem offers great images, and 


: happy inventions. One difcovers in it noblenefs 
_ 4nd decency, loftinefs in the fentiments, cha- 


racters 
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racters that bear up themfelves well, and fuitable 
manners. The Author, without running after 
foreign ornaments, is contented to gather the 
flowers which happen to be in his way. There 
is a richnefs in his defcriptions, juftnefs and vi- 
vacity in his comparifons. We have already ob- 
ferved that he had a mind to imitate Virgil, in 
his two principal Epifodes. One may alfo per- 
ceive many paflages of that Poet, which he has 
conveyed into his Work. He had likewife in 
view Homer and Taflo ; but what he borrows 
from them, he has endeavoured to make it his 
own by his way of ufing it. And indeed we 
may fay that thofe, who have formed their tafte 
for Epic Poetry by the reading of the Iliad, the 
Eneid, and Taflo’s Work, will acknowledge 
that the Author of Clovis has well imitated the 
models he propofed to himfelf. 

A happy invention, a judicious difpofition, a 
wife oeconomy, and a copious variety are not F 
{ufficient: the Author, in order to make his § 
compofition more perfeét, has alfo added to it 
the gracefulnefs of diction. He has a particu- 
Jar verfification of his own, which appeared to 
him fuitable to Epic poetry: his ftyle has fome 
refemblance with that of Virgil, as far as it is 
poffible in French. ‘To make one fenfible of it, 
it would be fufficient to fet down here feveral 
paffages of his Poem, fuch as the defcription of 
the Alps in the firft Canto, the Temple of Love 
in the fecond, the Plague in the third, the Ce- 
remony of gathering the Mifletoe, and confe- 
crating the Oak in the eighth. Thefe paffages 
and many others, in each Canto, would fhow 
how fuccesfully the Author can handle the moft 
ungrateful fubjects, as well as the moft happy. 
But we muft not expofe by pieces a Work ot 
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which one ought to judge by the whole. How- 
ever we cannot forbear tranfcribing the defcri- 
ption of the Trinity, taken from the fifth Can- 
to. The fublimeft part of Religion could not 
be treated of with too much elevation. That 
paflage may equally deferve the approbation of 
Divines and Poets. 


Au deffus des Cieux méme eft un Tréne terrible, 

Que la Foudre environne, & rend inacceffible: 

Les Efprits les plus purs de fa gloire ¢tonnez, 

De leurs ailes couverts y tremblent profternez. 

Il eft avant les tems, les Cieux & la lumiere, 

Les Aftres pres de lui ne font qu’ombre & pouf- 
Cfiere ; 


Et ce Trone s’éleve encor plus fur ces feux, 


Que les Enfers profonds ne s’abbaiffent fous eux. 

Sur ce TrOne éclatant regne l’Etre fupreme: 

Son Fils Verbe fait homme auf grand que lui- 
(méme, 


Eft affis 2 fa droite, & vainqueur de la Mort, 


Tient a fes pieds le’ Tems, la Nature & le Sort : 
De leurs perfections nait leur amour immenfe, 
Efprit vivifiant, méme feu, meme effence: 

Ces trois Divins Soleils uniffant leur clarté, 
Forment de |’Eternel ineffable unite. 


To conclude: we might take notice of fome 
faults in this Poem, were it not that we have 
heen prevented by the Critics. 


It wil appear at laft that Sir Richard Black- 
more was not to blame, when he {aid that Chrifti- 
anity may afford a proper Subject for an heroic 
ott as well as the fabulous Syftem of the Hea- 
wens. 
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ARTICLE XVI. 


CoLLeEcrTio fudiciorum de novis Erro- 
ribus, qui ab initio duodecimi feculi 
poft Incarnationem Verbi, ufque ad an- 
num 1713. 1n Ecclefia proferipti funt & 
notati: cenforia etiam Judicia infignium 
Academiarum, inter alias Parifienfis & 
Oxonienfis, tum Lovanienfis & Duacen- 
fis in Belgio, aliorumque Collegiorum 
Theologiz apud Germanos, Italos, Hi- 
{panos, Polonos, Hungaros, Lotharos, 
&c. Cum notis, obfervationibus, & 
variis monumentis ad Theologicas res 
pertinentibus. Opera & ftudio Caro- 
LI DU PLESSIS D’ARGENTRE, Sorbo- 
nici Dottoris, Regique a confilus & 
eleemofynis, & ad Epifcopatum Tute- 
Jenfis Ecclefie jam defignati. Tomus 
ptimus, in quo exquifita monumenta 
ab anno 1100. ufque ad annum 1542. 
continentur, Lutetie Parifiorum, apud 
Lambertum Coffin, Typographum Bib- 

hiopolam 
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© Hiopolam juratum Academiz Parifienfis, 
& antiquum in eadem Academia Pro- 
feflorem. Via S. Joannis Bellovacenfis. 
1724. 
That is, 

A COLLECTION of the Fudgments paf- 
fed upon thofe Errors, which have been 
condemned in the Church from the begin- 
ning of the twelfth Century to the year 
1713. (With the Cenfures of the 
Univerfities of Paris, Oxford, Lovain, 

Douay, &c. and with notes, obfervations, 
and feveral A&s concerning Theological 
matters. By CHARLES DU PLEssiIs 
DARGENTRE, Doéor of Sorbon, Coun- 
cellor and Almoner to the King, nomina- 
ted tothe Bifboprick of Tulles. Volume I. 
containing the Fudgments from the year 
1100. to the year 1542. Paris, 1724. 
This Volume confifts of two Tomes, the 
jrft whereof contains 400 pages, and the 
fecond 418. 


Mas Writers have publifhed an account 
of the errors of Heretics; but none, be- 
| fore M. D’Argentré, have undertaken to colleét 
» into one body all the Judgments paffed upon 
| them by the Church, the very words that have 
been condemned, the cenfures of the Univerfi- 
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ties upon falfe doftrines, and the difputes about 
theological matters. ‘The Author has omitted 
all the errors introduced into the Church before 
the twelfth Century, that he might not repeat 
what has been faid by others. He mentions, in 
the Preface, thofe Writers who have confuted 
the antient Herefies, and thofe Councils by 
which they have been anathematized. After. 
wards he takes notice of thofe Authors, who 
have printed Catalogues of Heretics, and of 
thofe who have given an hiftorical account of 
their errors. Laitly, he concludes his Preface 
with many paflages of the Bible to prove the In- 
fallibility of the Church of Rome. One of thofe 
paffages is the 7. Verfe of the IV. Chapter- of the 
Song of Solomon. Lota pulchra es, amica mea, & 
macula non eff inte. Tuovu att all fair, my 
love, there is no [pot in thee. There tever was 
any Book fo ill ufed as the Bible, and wrefted 
to fo many different purpofes. Solomon is 
charmed with the beauty of his Bride: he fays 
there is no {pot in her. Thofe words are under- 


ftood of the Church of Rome, and made ufe of | 4 


to prove her pretended Infallibility. This is 
one of thofe things that occafion Unbelief. I add 
that this very Book is a great proof that the 
Church of Rome is not infallible. And indeed 
can any one believe that a Church, which has 
fhed fo much innocent blood for fo many Ages, 
has the gift of infallibility beftowed upon her? 
If a Church was to have that privilege, one 
would think it fhould rather be in point of 
Morality. 

This Work will be of good ufe to thofe, who 
defire to know the hiftory of Herefies, 1 fhall 
give a fhort Specimen of it. 


About 
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+ — About the year £356, fome perfons maintains 
i — ed in Spain that all actions were finful, untefs 
» they proceeded from a mere love of God, and 
+ & not from the hopes of an everlafting reward. 
» EE Berengarius de Mo:te Falcone, a Ciftercian Monk, 
iE was the Author of that doétrine, which was 
y | condemned by the Archbifhop of Tarragona, 
« — and by an Inquifitor. 
5 & About the fame time, Nicolas of Calabria 
¢ [ taught in Spain thefe two errors among others, 
yf that the Holy Spirit was to take flefh in time; 
e — and that there are three things in Man, a Soul 
. | created by God the Father, a Body formed by 
fe & God the Son, and a Spirit produced by God the 
e — Holy Ghoft. ‘That unfortunate man was deli- 
3 & vered by the Clergy to the fecular Arm. The 
y | Readers know the meaning of that expreffion. 
3 — Inthe year 1380, Mathzas, a Bohemian, pub- 
d [E lied at Paris a large Book concerning Anti- 
is © chrift: he maintained that Antichrift was born, 
s | and that all the Univerfities were feduced by 
- — him, and taught nothing that was found and 
of & truly Catholic. He attacked particularly the 
js | Prelates and the Monks. We are not told whe- 
id & ther he was delivered to the fecuiar Arm. 
1¢ | Leander and Baptifia Mantuauus fay that about 
4 fF the year 1504, under the Pontificate of ‘Fudius IT. 
as | 2 Ciftercian Monk, named Ptolomeo of Lucca, 
sy — Preached in a Church of Mantua, that Chrift 
-? — Was conceived of three drops of blood near the 
ne fp Deart of the holy Virgin, and not in her womb. 
of EE Jerome of Faenza, and other Dominican Inqui« 
: fitors were for burning that Monk immediately. 
- But Baptifia Mantuanus {aid that he fhould not 
ill Ede ufed fo feverely, fince his affertion did not 
Proceed from malice, but from rafhnefs and ig 
‘Rorance. Whereupon Baptifa writ a Book 
| Avcust 1435. H concerne 
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concerning the true Place of-Chrift’s conception 
according to the Scripture. I have not forgo: 
that I have mentioned this Particular in the fo. 
mer Memoirs of Literature, (Vol. IV. pag. 230, 
of the 2d Edition; ) but Y have thought fit to 
mention it again in this place, that I migh 
bring for it the teftimony of a Roman-Catho. 
lic Writer, as well as that of a Proteftant. Be. 
fides, that Fact appears here attended with fone 
other circumftances. 


The firft of February 1621, the Faculty of a 


Divinity at Paris condemned thefe two Propof 
tions. 1. Credo in Deum, or Credo in unum De 


aut, n’eft Article de Foi Cis not an Article of Faith) 
2. La Foi des pécheurs eft femblable a celle dash 


Diables. Ce qui fe prouve par ce paffage de § 


acques: Demones credunt & contremifcunt. That 


is, Zhe Faith 
Which is proved by thefe words of St. Fames 


of fiers is like that of Devils 


The Devils alfo believe and tremble. The Bithop a 
of Limoges confulted the Facu! ty of Paris upon 


that fubject. 
This Volame abounds with heretical curiol: 


ties. It were to be wifhed that fome bod 
would extraét all the curious things that are ne 


this Work, and publifh them in a chronologic 
order. 
herefies have appeared in the Church of Rom 
for feveral Ages before the Reformation, I ca 
not wonder at the rife of any error in the Pre 
teftant Churches. 


There is at the end of this Book a long Lith 


When I confider what a vaft number of 





























tee RT eee tata oe cies aes — P 
EE Tn Creed MES en ee Ee RST CRE Ce A, Coy Sa i ee 
oi! iy a eau dee ae aaa Rane erg soe eee ae Ne 


of the Cenfures of the Univerfity of Paris from 


the year 1101. to the year 1713. 
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by this Lift that Era/mus was very often cenfurelim 


for his Latitudinarian principles. 
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ARTICLE XVI. 


MELANGES d’Hiftoire & de Literature. 

















me , 
Par M. DE VIGNEUL-MARVILLE. 

- Quatrieme édition, reviié, corrigée & 

of & . 

).€  augmentée par M.*** A Paris, chez 

hE Claude Prudhonime, @c. 1725. 

dee 

‘ee That is, 

te 


- | MisceLLantes cf Hiffory and Litera- 

Nes: , 

hoof ture. By Mr. DE VIGNEUL-MARVILLE. 

pa The fourth Edition, revifed, corrected 

7 and enlarged by Mr.* **. Paris. 1725. 

of 

od Three Volumes in 12°. pagg. 491, 472, 

einf and 492, befides the Indexes. 

‘ical 

tof 4 Taken from the Journal des Scavans. 

“ 

cae F a Mifcellanies are already fufficiently 

Pro. known, and therefore if we take notice 

| of them, *tis becaufe we muft give an account 

Lif | Of the difference between this Edition and the 

rome former. The third Volume of this Edition is 

ea quitenew. The Author wifhes, it may anfwer 

ue =the reputation of the two firft Volumes: the 
| Readers will judge of it; but we may affure 
' them before hand, that they will find in it 
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many things worthy of their curiofity. Hiftori 
cal paflages that are uncommon, Paflages rela. 
ting to Literature, never betore publifhed, Cri- 
tical Remarks, Parallels, Extraéts of fome {carce 
Books, Judgments upon feveral Authors, ridi- 
culous Pra€tices expofed or cenfured, mgeniou; 
Repartees; this is, fays the Author, the matter 
of this laft Volume: noffri eft farrago libelli. 

The Readers will not expect from us an Ex- 
tract of that Book, which confifts of a great 
many fhort Articles, that have no connexion one 
with another. We fhall be contented to infer 
here fome of them without any choice, that one 
may judge of the Author’s ftyle and criticifm, 
and of his way of thinking. 

Pag. 1. “ Cardinal De Richelieu compofed a 
“© Comedy intitled Europe. ’Tis a political Piece, 
“* in which France, Spain, and the other States 
“* of that part of the world difcourfe about their 
“* power, their forces, and other interefts which 
“* make them friends or enemies one to another 
“¢ ——The Readers will not be difpleafed to 
** know fome particulars upon that fubjeét, which 
“* I have from the late Mr. Baluze, who had 
“* them from Mr. De Bois-Robert. When the 
“© Cardinal had writ that Piece, he fent it by 
“© Mr. De Bois-Robert to the Gentlemen of the 
“** Academy, defiring them to give him their 
“* thoughts about it, without any flattery, and 
“* to mend it, if they found any thing contrary 
“* to the rules of the Stage and Poetry. ‘Thole 
“° Gentlemen obeyed that order too pun¢tually, 
** and made fuch a fevere criticifm, that they 
“° hardly left any verfe untouched. Bois-Ro- 
“° bert having brought it back to his Matter, 
*¢ his Eminence was fo difpleafed with the bold- 


© nefs of the Academicians, that he tore it im- 


© medi- 
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 “ mediately, and threw the pieces into the 
| “ chimney. It was in the fummer, and there 
| 66 was no fire lighted. The Cardinal went to 
| bed, and found himfelf affeéted with a fa- 
— “therly tendernefs for his dear Europe. He 
EL “ was forry, he had ufed it fo ill, and having 

| “ called his Secretary Chereft, he ordered him 


| “ to take up very carefully all the papers that 
.— “were in the chimney, and to fee whether he 
. | “could find fome glue in the houfe, adding that 
» | “be might at leaft have fome ftarch from the 
“ “ women who took care of his linnen. Chereft 
> “went to their apartment, and having found 
, | “ what he wanted, he {pent part of the night 
s with the Cardinal in gluing that Comedy. 


|The next day in the morning, he got it 
| “ tranfcribed again in his prefence, and altered 
| “ almoft every thing according to the correcti- 
» — “ons of the Academicians, affecting however 
1 & “ to neglect fome of the moft indifferent. He 
1 | “ fent it again to them on the fame day by Bois~ 
iq |. Robert, and let them know that they would 
ne perceive, he had made a good ufe of their 








by |. temarks; but becaufe they might be miftaken 
ne |. 9 Well as he, he did not think fit to follow 
ir |. their corrections in every thing. The Aca- 
“ demy being informed of the uneafinefs of his 
ry |. Eminence, fent it back with an unanimous 
x ™ approbation. It appeared upon the Stage in 
that condition, and had fo little fuccefs, that 
ey the Hiftorian of the French Academy did not 
oe Fp, think fit to afcribe it to their illuftrious Foun- 
ety fy, 0%, He rather chofe to father it upon Saint- 
d- fp, 5e"/#, who indeed. might have a hand in it, 
-- ing entirely devoted to Cardinal De Riche- 

ie & Beu”. 
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Pag. 65. © Tis faid that Mr. Defpreaux read- 
‘© ing to the King his firft Epiftle, that Prince 
6 was fo well pleafed with the Poet’s defcripti- 
“ on of the character of the Emperor Z?tus, 
© that he would have it read to him feveral 
66 times. Here follows that Character: 


Te] fut cet Empereur, fous qui Rome adorce 
Vit renaitre les jours de Saturne & de Rhee: 
ui rendit de fon joug Univers amoureux ; 
Qu’on alla jamais voir, fans revenir heureux ; 
Qui foupiroit le foir, fi fa main fortunée 
N’avoit, par fes bienfaits, fignale la journée. 


€¢ It cannot be denied that this is 2 magnif: 
«¢ cent Character, and that the verfes are ex- 
¢ tremely fine; but, if I may be allowed to fay 
“¢ what I think, the French Poet falls fhort of 
© his Original. I find more fublimity, noble- 
“¢ nefs and energy in the two verfes of Au/onins 
S€ upon the fame fubject. | 
Feline Imperio, felix brevitate regendi, 
Expers civilis fanguinis, orbis amor, 


““'Thefe words, Felix brevitate regendi, con- 
€¢ tain, in my judgment, that true Sublime of 
** thought, which has been fo well defcribed 
™ by Mr. Defpreaux from Longinus. 

Pag. 430. ““ When we fee in the public Me- 
*° moirs, in the Journals of Literature, in the 
** Works of the Academies, and even in News 
S* papers, all the Secrets that have been prop0- 
** fed fome years fince for the prefervation 0 
** health, and the cure of the moft inveterat? 
*¢ difeafes ; the feveral machines invented fo 
* the conveniencies of life, the excellent Poré 
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“ tums, the waters proper to keep up a good 
« plight of the body, a clear complexion, and 
« beauty: it feems that we are at laft come’to 
“ that time when no body will be fick but by 
“his own negligence, when women will be 
“ perfectly beautiful, and always appear young, 
« and the dangers of water and land-carriages 
will be equally avoided. Yet, notwithftand- 
“ing the fine promifes of thofe who give out 
“ thefe rare difcoveries, ’tis {till true that coaches , 
overturn ; that boats are frequently caft away ; 
“ that feamen want good water and fuffer very 
“ much; that complexion quickly fades; that 
“ women are not more beautiful, and fome are 
“ very ugly ; that thofe: difeafes which were 
“ thought to be cured by fuch pretended Spe- 
 cifics, begin again to rage after a fhort inter- 
“ val; that wounds open again; that fome few 
“ pimples of the {mall pox kill the {trongeft 
“ man; in a word, that people do not live lon- 
“ ger than when our Foretathers ufing the com- 
“mon remedies, and the plaineft food, knew 
“ nothing of the wonderful fecrets, that have 
“ been difcovered in this Age. 
Pag. 456. °° *Tis a remarkable thing, and it 
proceeds from the narrownefs of the humane 
mind, that thofe who write upon the fame 
fubjeét, have not an equal fuccefs. I fhall 
“bring no inftances of it, but out of Homer 
“and Virgil, becaufe I know no Writer more 
“original than the firft, nor any \wifer Copift 
* than the Latin Poet. 
4 The Entertainment which Alcinous gives to 
cc Ves is well contrived, and very elegant 3 
gg Yt None but men appear at it : and'that which 
P Dido gives to’ £neas, is far from being de- 
- Cent, In one of them, they fing the amo- 
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rous adventures of the Gods, and other fub- 
jeéts no lefs agreeable than galant. In the 
other, they fing the courfe of ftars, and other 
philofophical matters. Place the Feaft of Al. 
cinous at the Court of Carthage, and that of 
Dido in the Ifle of Pha@acia: every thing will 
be right. 
“* On the other hand, Virgil has infinitely 
been more fuccesful than Homer in the de. 
{cription of the Shield. ‘The Greek Poet has 
filled his defcription with a vaft number of 
things, that have no affinity with his Poen, 
nor with any of his Heroes. The Latin 
Poet brings into the defcription of his Shield 
the moft entertaining paflages of the Roman 
Hiftory: it was a fit place tor them. 
“ The Proteus of the fourth Book of the 
Odyffey abounds with more inventions, is 
more ingenious, and more a Proteus, if I dare 
fay fo, than that of the fourth Book of the 
Georgics, who, on the other hand, is wifer 
and more judicious, 
°° The defeription of the Elyfian Fields in the 
eleventhof the Odyffey is very fimple. That of 
Virgil in the fixth of the Eneid is majeftic, fub- 
lime, ingenious, and contains all the curious 
part of the Pagan Theology upon that matter, 
and the niceft and moft flattering praifes that 
could be beftowed upon Augaffus and the Ro- 
mans. 
“¢ The deicription of Battels is more lively 
and more diverfified in the Greek Poet. It is 
more judicious in the Latin Poet. He has 
omitted part of thofe tedious and unfeafons- 
ble {peeches of warriors, wha upon fuch an 
occafion fhould rather think of fighting, than 
of reviling one another. — | 
| | « The 
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<6 The defcription of Tempefts, equally beau- 
sStiful in both, is more diverfified in Homer 
‘6 than in Virgil, who generally begins with this 
“ verle : 


Oli ceruleus fupra caput aftitit imber. 


“ The Interview of Ajax with U/yffes in the 
“ Blyfian Fields, and that of Zueas and Dido, 
“are alike ; but the copy is inferior to the ori- 
“ ginal. ‘There is fomething more expreffive 
“ and more eloquent in the filence of the He- 
“} ro, than in that of his Lover: and indeed 
“ Longinus, who propofes the firft as a fublime 
“ image, fays nothing of the fecond. 

*¢ The Greek Poet knew not the Art of -nice 
“ praifes. Virgil underftood it in an eminent 
“ degree. ‘The paffion of Dido is painted with 
“ colours unknown to Homer. A paffionate 
* eloquence never difplaid all its artifices and 
“ ornaments with more wit and greater fuc- 
“ cefs. All the degrees of that paffion, its 
“ whole progrefs, are nicely unfolded: every 
“ thing is delicate, tender and paffionate. But 
® on the other hand, nothing can be added to 
“ the moft finifhed ftrokes of the conjugal love 
“ of Andromache for Hettor, And therefore 
** Homer has the advantage, at leaft in point of 
“ Decorum ; for, *tis more difficult to reprefent 
‘an accomplifhed Wife than a perfeét Lover. 
“ Laftly, Virgil’s Characters, generally fpeak- 
“ ing, are more finifhed than thofe of Homer. 
“ There is more defign and myftery in them. 
“ But thofe of Homer, befides their being more 
numerous and more diverfified, are defcribed 
® with brighter ftrokes. =~ | 
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“‘ Virgil has none of thofe difcoveries, which 
produce a furprifing effect. Homer affords 
many ; but he carries them too far, witnefs 
the difcovery of Ulyffes. In a word, one of 
them is a Painter, who has a great manner; 
the other is one of thofe Painters, who labour 
their pictures too much”. 

One may judge of the third Volume of thefe 


Mitcellanies by this Specimen. 





ARTICLE XVII. 


NovaTIANI! Presbyteri Romani Opera, 


que extant, omnia, correctius longe 
quam unquam antehac edita, Notifque 
illuftrataa Per EnvARDUM WELCH- 
MAN, A. M. Ecclefie Anglicane Pref- 
byterum, & Coll. Merton. quondam 
Socium. Oxon e Theatro Sheldonia- 
no, Oc. 1724, 


That is, 


A New Edition of the Works of Novati- 


an, @ Roman Prief. By KDwAaRD 
WELCHMAN, A. M. Presbyter of the 


Church of England. Oxford. 1724. ih 


O°, pagg. 157. , 
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7 has been thought for many Ages that the 
Book of Novatian, intitled De Triuztate, 
was written by Tertullian; but becaufe the Au- 
thor of that Book mentions the here/y of Sabel- 
jins inthe XII. Chapter, it cannot be aicribed 
to Tertullian, fince he died about the year 220, 
and the doctrine of Szbel/zus appeared about the 
year 255. Novatian flourifhed at that time. 
Mr. Welchman obferves that there are feveral 
confiderable tran{pofitions in the Work juft now 
mentioned. He has taken care, in this new Edi-— 
tion, to place each part of that Book in its pro- 
per place, and to mend the Text and the pun- 
uation. To that end, he has very caretully 
collated all the Copies he could get ; and he tells 
us that he has.inferted no emendations but what 
have been approved by learned and judicious per- 
fons, ‘This Work of Novatian is worth reading. 
Mr. Welchman rightly obferves that it ought to 
be read with great attention, to be well under- 
ftood. A great attention is no lefs neceffary to- 
dive into the fenfe of the Works of moft of 
the antient Fathers: befides, that reading re- 
quires a ftrong head. The Editor has added 
Notes to facilitate the underftanding of the 
Works of Novatian, The fourteen firft Chap- 
ters of the Book concerning the Trinity are the 
fame in this Edition, as in that of Pamelius ; 
but the following Chapters, as far as the XX VIII. 
are placed in a different order. 'The doétrine of 
Novatian about the Article of the Trinity does 
Not appear to me agreeable to our prefent do- 
ftrine. ‘Though he does not fay that the Logos 
is a Creature, yet he is not orthodox. Some 
Divines have wrongly attempted to prove the 
Orthodoxy of that antient Ddétor of the Church. 
i any one had 3 mind to underftand the 
opi-« 
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opinions of the Ante-Nicene Fathers about the 
tbree divine Perfons, I would advife him to read 
the Hiftory of the doétrine of the Trinity, as 
far as the Council of Nice, in the Inteseciual Sy- 
ficut of the reverend and learned Dr. Cudworth. 
I have been told (to fay fo by the by) that he 
was a very polite man. He is one of our beft 
Englifh Writers. 

The other Works of Novatian are a Treatife 
de cibis ‘Fudaicis, and a Letter to St. Cyprian. 
There is nothing remarkable in the Treatife 
de cibis Fudaicis, but a cenfure upon many Chri- 
ftians, who made themfelves drunk, betore they 
eat any thing. 





ARTICLE XIX. 


REFLESSIONI fopra VOrigine delle 
Fontane, defcritte in forma di Lettera, 
dal Dottore Nico.o GUALTIERI, Filo- 
fofo, e Medico Fiorentino, all’ Altezza 
Reale di Violante Beatrice di Baviera, 
Gran-Principeffa di Tofcana, Governa- 
trice di Siena, &c. In Lucca. 1725. 


That is, 


REFLEXIONS upon the Origin of Springs 
and Rivers, written by Dr. NICOLAS 
GUALTIERI, Philofopher and Phyfician 


of 
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“of Florence, &c Lucca: printed for 
Leonard Venturini. 1725. in 8v0. 


page. 207+ 


Taken from the Journal des Sgavans. 


us Letter is infcribed to Dr. Vilifuiert, 

Profeffor of Phyfic in the Univerfity otf 
Padua, Member of the Academy of the Curious 
| of Nature, and known by feveral Works, which 
have procured him a juft reputation. The queftion 
- js about the Syftem of that Profeffor concerning 
the Origin of Springs, which he afcribes only to 
| Rains. Dr. Gualtieri undertakes to confute that 
| Syftem, by proving that the water of Springs 
comes only from the Sea. Thofe two opinions 
| are almoft the only ones, that divide Philofo- 
| phers about that Phenomenon of Nature, for 
the explication whereof fo many Hypothefes 
have been invented, that Mr. Perrau/t reckons 
two and twenty, in his Treatife of the Origin of 
| Springs. Dr. Gualtieri propofes his opinion 
about this matter, and oppofes that of Dr. Vali/- 
uieré with all the modefty, politenefs and doci- 
lity of a man, who defiring to be better inform- 
ed, applies himfelf to a learned perfon for the 
folution of the difficulties about which he con- 
ults him. However, he gives to his arguments 
and objections all the ftrength they are capable 
of; and they might perplex any other perfon, 
but fuch an eminent Naturalift as the Profeffor 
of Padua. That Profeffor will anfwer, in all 
probability ; and we fhall take care to reprefent 
his arguments with the fame exa¢tnefs and can- 
dor as thofe of his Adverfary. 


Dr. Gual- 
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4 _ Dr. Gualtieri, before he eftablifhes his fyftem, 
examines the objections by which Dr. Va/i/iier; 
endeavours to overthrow it. The firft is, tha 
fince fea-water can never be deprived of its Salt, 
neither by any filtration, nor by pafling through 
long fubterraneous conduits, it cannot afford the 
frefh water of f{prings and rivers. 

The Author anfwers: 1. that in order to de. 
monftrate the impoffibility of making fea-water 
frefh, it is not fufficient to advance that no N:- 
turalift has hitherto been’able to do it : 2. That the 
operations of Nature are performed by {fecre: 
methods, which frequently efcape all the fag. 
city of Philofophers: 3. That becaufe Alchy- 
mifts could never make one ounce of gold, it 
would be wrong to infer from thence, that no 
gold can be formed in the bowels of the earth. 
In like manner, becaufe no body has yet found 
out the fecret of unfalting fea-water, it cannot 
be concluded that the thing is abfolutely impof- 
fible. Have we been able (purfues the Author) 
to difcover or imitate the artful filtrations of {0 
many different juices in vegetables and animals? 
And yet they are very real. But Dr. Gualtieri 
maintains, that Nature it felf affords us, in rain- 
water, a convincing proof of the poffibility of 
making fea-water frefh. Rain-water is very frefh, 
though moft of it comes from the fea; and 
therefore it is raifed in the air under the form of 
vapours, after it is deprived of its falt, though 
Dr. Valifniert affirms that falt can never be {e- 
parated from it. The air is therefore a fort o 
{trainer, which opens a free paffage to the pa- fo 
ticles of water, and keeps out the molecule tf t 
fal. We muft alfo fuppofe another kind o 
{trainer in fith, whofe flefhy part has no faltneS fo 
in it, though fea-water affords their main _ ft 
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which fhows Cfays the Author) how little ground 
there is for this propofition of Dr. Valiuieri : 
That faline particles always go the fame way 
as thofe of water. 

Nothing hinders us from conceiving that Na- 
ture in fubterraneous places ufes the like means 
for the feparation of thofe different szolecule. 
Dr. Gualtieri imagines feveral caufes, that may 
concur to it. The firft is the finking of the fa- 
line parts, which makes water much more falt at 
the bottom of the fea, than at the furface, and 
occafioning a conjunction of many of thofe 
parts, renders them too bulky to get into the 

res of the earth, as eafily as thofe of water. 

he fecond caufe is the great cold and calmnefs 
at the bottom of the fea: this contributes alfo 
to the conjunction and concretion of the faline 
particles. ‘The third is the nature of the ground 
at the bottom of the fea, where-ever it is nei- 
ther ftony nor fandy : that ground is claiy and bi- 
tuminous, and confequently improper to tranf- 
mit the faline molecuie. And indeed, it is only 
falt at the furface, and quite infipid at the depth 
ofa Palm. In affigning thofe different caufes, 
Dr. Gualtieri doés not pretend to have perteétly 
explained, and in all circumftances, the mecha- 
niim of Nature in making fea-water frefh. He 
only gives fome notion of it, that one may at 
leaft be perfuaded of the poffibility of fuch an 
effect, the complete proof whereof, in the fub- 
fequent reflexions, wiii refult from the impoff- 
bility of explaining the origin of Springs any 
other way, than by having recourfe to Sea-wa- 
eae 

The Author proceeds to the fecond objection 
of the Profeffor, who looks upon it as the 
ftrongeft againft thofe fubterraneous paflages 
through 
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through which his Adverfaries pretend that fea. 
water is conveyed to the fountain-heads without 
falrnefs. Suppofe (fays Dr. Vali/nicri) that fea- 
water could be deprived of its falt, the laws of 
Hydroftatics or of the Aquilibrium of liquors 
will not allow it to rife to the very tops of 
mountains: which he undertakes to prove by 
many Citations. 

Though Dr. Gualtieri makes no great account 
of all thofe authorities; yet he is willing not to 
infift upon fome Phenomena, which feem to be 
repugnant to thofe laws of Hydroftatics. Such 
is that prodigious quantity of water, which is 
fupported in the air, though it be much heavier 
than that element. Nor will he, upon this oc- 
cafion, take advantage of the flux and reflux of 
the fea, the impulfion whereof might appear 
very proper to raife to a very great height, not- 
withftanding the laws of Equilibrium, the wa- 
ters that circulate in the fubterraneous paflages. 
He neglects to make ufe of the argument of 
Van-Helmont, who pretends that the water en- 
clofed in the bowels of the earth, is not fub- 


jected to the rules of Hydroftatics, but depends 


only upon the impreflion communicated to it 
by that Spirit, which animates the fubterraneous 
world, and puts that water into motion in the 
deep abyffes it fills up. Nay, the Author will 
not have recourfe to the Hypothefis of De/cartes 
and his followers, by which one may eafily ex- 
plain the rifing of waters, for the origin of 
Springs. He maintains that fuch a rifing is 
performed according to the laws of the Aquili- 
brium of liquors, and proves it in the following 
manner, from a demonftration of Mr. Bernoulli, 
in his excellent Treatife of Effervefcency and Fer- 
mentation. aR 
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Our Author requires only from his Adverfa- 
, that he would grant him before hand two 
propofitions : 1. That there is at the bottom of 
the fea a particular ground, or fuch other fub- 
ftance, through which the water cannot pals, 


| without being deprived of its falt: 2. That two 
| Liquids of an unequal weight, put in an equal 
| quantity into two equal tubes raifed perpendicu- 


larly upon the fame Plan, have a different height 
relatively to their weight. This being laid 


| down, ’tis certain by many experiments (fays 
the Author) that fea-water is heavier than frefh 


water, and that the gravity of the firft is to that 
of the fecond, as 103 to 100. And therefore 
if we fuppofe the fea to be a hundred feet deep, 
and that the fea-water being deprived of its falt 
by filtration, fills up the fubterraneous paflages 
through which it circulates, it may rife to the 
height of three feet above the level of the fea. 
Now, if we fuppofe the fea to have the depth 
of an Italian mile, which makes sooo feet (mea- 
fure of Bologna) frefh water may rife tothe height 
of 150 feet above the fame level. That height 


# of a hundred and fifty feet is already fome thing 


confiderable for a mountain. But becaufe fome 


are much higher, at the top of which there are 


frings of frefh water; Dr. Gualtieri clears his 
demonftration, and confirms it by very probable 
reflexions. | 
He obferves firft, that in many places, Pilots 
have not been able to meafure the depth of the 
fa, becaufe they could not find the bottom of 
it; but though they fhould find it in fuch places, 
oné may very well fuppofe that there are in them 
ibyfles, caverns, pits, great and {mall conduits, 
perpendicular, oblique, winding, which the 
plummet does not reach, and which penetrating 
Avcust 1715. I into 
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into the moft internal parts of the earth, form 
a perpendicular column of falt water of an im 
menfe height. That column acting by its 
weight upon the frefh water, forces it by Virtue 
of the Equilibrium to rife to the top of the 
higheft mountains. The Author obferves in the 
fecond place, that water has a much greater 
faltnefs at the bottom of the fea than at the 
furtace, and under the torrid Zone than under 
the other Zones; and confequently that the 
proportion of the weight of fea-water to that of 
frefh water is greater than that of 103 to 100; 
the experiments which prove this proportion, 
having been made upon the water of the Medi- 
terranean Sea taken at its furface. Thirdly, the 
Author obferves that fince water in fmall tubes 
afcends above its level, one may fuppofe the 
like tubes in the fubterraneons parts of the fea, 
and imagine that they facilitate confiderably the 
rifing of fea-water made frefh: befides, the fub- 
terraneous heat may alfo very much contribute 
to it, by rarefying the air within, and thereby 
encreafing the preffure of the external air. 

One may eafily apprehend by thofe reflexions 
of the Author, that there is no mountain {0 
high, but frefh water may come to it: for, fup- 
pofing that height to be of three Italian miles 
above the level of the waters; no body can deny 
Cfays Dr. Gualtieri) that the fea in fome places 
is above two hundred of thofe miles deep; 
which cannot appear incredible, fince the femi- 
diameter of the earth being about 3440. of thole 
miles, there is no inconvenicncy to fuppofe that 
this Globe is hollow a hundred different ways 
to the depth of 200 Italian miles. ‘The Authot 
explains the feveral heights from which aril 
{prings, wells, rivers, lakes, &c. by the feverdl 
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| degrees of the preflure of fea-water upon frefh- 
water; the faltnefs or infipidity of thofe {prings, 
S$ iy the filtration more or lefs perfect of fea-wa- 
. 2 ter 5 ina word, he aecounts by his fyftem for 
. the principal Phenomena, that concern the 
© @ motion of waters and the qualifications they re- 
T&F eive in the bowels of the earth. 

 @ Hitherto Dr. Gualtieri has confuted the main 
TH objections of Dr. Valifaieré againft the Hypo- 
1 D thefis, which afcribes to fea-water the origin of 
OF forings and rivers. After that confutation, he 
>; undertakes to prove the impoffbility of afcribing 
Dy & that origin to rain-water. ‘This is the matter of 
the remaining part of the Differtation. 

bef To demonftrate that impoffibility, it ought to 


*S be proved that the quantity of rain-water is far 
he ‘from being fufficient to keep up the continual 
“ ‘courfe of fprings and rivers. And to fet that 
* propofition in its full light, one muft only deters 
™ BB mine by a calculation the quantity of rain-water, 
ft ind the quantity of the water of thofe rivers 
“OY @ that fall into the fea; and if one exceeds the 
as Wry confiderably, the queftion will be deci- 
ded. 
; . _ It refults Clays the Author) from the obfer- 
re Vations made by the Paris-Academy, for the 


{pace of nineteen years, that the mean quantity 
of rain, that falls at Paris, is about eighteen or 
nineteen inches high every year. To find how 
much it rains in Italy during one year, the Aus 
thor requires that the whole futface of that 
ountry be reduced to an oblong rectangled 
firallelogram, the length whereof be of 600 
hiles of Bologna, and the breadth of 120. In 
be next place, he fuppofes that all the water 
ing upon that extent of ground, in the {pace 
f one year, is kept in, without being able to 

i 2 run 
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run out. That water, in this fuppofition, will 
rife, according to the obfervations of the Acs. 










demy, to the height of one foot and a half; I 
and it the whole be calculated, it will appear te & 7 
amount to the fum of two trilions, feven hun- I f 






dred bilions of cube feet of water, that fall in & 
one year upon the furface of. all Italy. R 
Now, in order to know the quantity of water I jn 
carried into the fea by all the rivers of tha I ph 
Country in one year, we muft fuppofe a canal of & 
a depth and breadth proportionable to the di- & th 
menfions of thofe rivers, whereof thofe that fall qui 
into the fea, are two hundred in number, with & we 
out reckoning the other rivers, brooks, foun- && ths 
rains, fubterraneous canals, &c. Dr. Gualtieri, I a ; 
before he determines the length and breadth of & twe 
fuch a canal, obferves that the Po is near a mile I twe 
broad at its entrance into the fea. If we add to I whi 
the waters of the Po thofe of eighteen other IR of j 
great rivers, can we allow to a canal that fhould I fror 
contain them all, lefs than one mile or 5000 fxr 
feet in breadth, and 20 feet in depth ? If wef ing 
add ftill the water of the {mall rivers, and of 
all the fountains and fprings, that fall into the 
fea; can any one believe that all thofe waters 
collected together can be contained in fuch : 
canal? However, the Author is willing to re 
duce the breadth of that canal to that of 1259 
feet, which is only the fourth part of $009, 
and its depth to that of fifteen feet. After thi 
reduction, the Author following the calculation 
of Dr. Guglielmini, finds that the quantity @ 
water continually carried into the fea by a cand 
of that dimenfion, during 366 days, would & 
equal to the fum of five trilions, five hundred 
twenty two bilions, three hundred ninety 0M 
millions of cube feet of water. But all tommy 
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| rin-water, that falls in Italy during one year, 
- & amounts only to the quantity of two trilions, 
{even hundred bilions of cube feet of water. 
¢ @ Therefore all the rivers of Italy carry into the 
- BB {ea two trilions, eight hundred twenty two bi- 
n & lions, three hundred ninety one millions of cube 
' fet of water, above that which the rain affords 
et / jn one year. From whence comes that over- 
at & plus, if it be not from the fea itfelf ? 
of The Author confirms this proof by ano- 
i: @ ther fort of fupputation, viz. by that of the 
al] quintity of water, which evaporates daily. °Tis 
he W well known (fayshe ) by feveral experiments, 
ns M that from a furface of water ten inches fquare, 
ti acube inch of water evaporates in four and 
of [twenty hours. A fquare Mile of water contains 
ile MF twenty five millions of fquare feet of water, 
|t0 M which make three bilions, fix hundred millions 
het of {quare inches: from whence it follows that 
uld (from a furtace of a {quare mile, three hundred 
000 fixty millions of cube inches of water evaporate 
‘Wei in 24 hours, which make 208 thoufand 333 cube 
1 offfeet. Allowing the Mediterranean Sea to be 
the #3000 miles long and 420 miles broad, its whole 
ters Flurface will be of one million, 260000 fquare 
h afPmiles, which number being multiplied by that 
te Mot two hundred eight thoufand, three hundred 
250 MBthirty three cube feet, we fhall have the number 
000, Mof 262 bilions, 499 millions, s80000 cube feet 
thief water, which in four and twenty hours eva- 
ition porate from the whole furface of the Mediterra- 
fan Sea; and multiplying again that number 
yy that of 365 days, there will be 9¢ trilions, 
d befiBr2 bilions, 34.6 millions, "00000 cube feet of 
idret rater, which evaporate from the fame furface, 
; ont the {pace of one year. Afterwards if we ree 
| theMfuce all the rivers that fall into the Mediterra- 
raine I 3 | nean 
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nean to a canal fix Italian miles broad, anq 


fifteen feet deep ( which is a very low fuppo. 
fition ) fuch a canal will carry into that Se 
a hundred thirty two trilions, five hundred thirty 
feven bilions,three hundred eighty four miilions 
of cube feet of water, aquantity very much ex. 
ceeding that which evaporates trom that Se 
in one year. 

That Dr. Valt/nier? may have no ground to 
complain, the Author is willing to grant hin, 
againft the teftimony of all obfervations, tha 
thirty inches of water fall in Italy every year 
But he tells him at the fame time that all this 
water is not employed in keeping up the courk 
of fountains and rivers. One muft deduct out 
of it, 1. all the quantity neceffary to moiften 
the ground to the depth of fome fathoms, with 
out which an exceffive drought would reduce it 
to duft; and this quantity muft needs be ver 
confiderable. 2. One muft alfo deduct thi 
quantity which ferves for the nourifhment ani 
growth of trees, and all the other plants of Italt, 
during the whole year ; and in order to conceit 
how tar this can go, it is fufficient to confide 
that according to the experiments of Mr. de / 
Hire, one fingle fig-tree, furnifhed with a hu 
dred and thirty leaves, abforbs two pounds ani 
2 halt of water, in the fpace of five hours, am 
confequently 3194 in one year. Thirdly, ont 
muft deduct out of rain-water that which cor 
tinually evaporates, the quantity whereof hi 
been determined above. Now, how likely is! 
that 30 inches of water yearly may be fufficient 
for all thofe ufes, and that there fhould remuit 
enough {till to keep up the courfe of fountaiti 
and rivers. a 
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The Author by granting to Dr. Vali/niert that 
40 inches of rain fall every year in Italy, has 
already made an impoffible fuppofition. How- 
ever, out of regard tor that illuftrious Adverfary, 


he makes another ftill, the impoffibility whereof 
is no lefs vifible. He will grant that out of 
thofe.30 inches of water, fifteen only are em- 
| ployed for the continual evaporation, and to 
fupply the wants of the ground and plants; and 
that the other 15 inches ferve for the courfe of 


fountains and rivers. But notwithftanding all 


' the endeavours of Dr. Gua/tieri in favour of his 
| Antagonift, what fhift can the latter make with 
'ayinches of water, whilft the eighteen inches 
| found by the Academy, are, as has been fhown 
‘above, much beneath the quantity requifite to 
keep up that perpetual commerce between frefh 
| and Sea-water. | 


Our Author, not contented with thofe vain 
endeavours to juftify the opinion of Dr. Valz/ni- 


| iy is further willing to be fo complaifant as to 


accompany that celebrated Profeffor in the pain- 


ful journeys he affirms to have taken to the tops 
of mountains, where after a great toil, he bas 
| Clays he ) difcovered, God be thanked, that all 
| Jomtains. and rivers.are only derived from rain- 


water and melted fuow. 'To prove it, he fays 
that upon the tops of thofe mountains there is 


nodpring running onthe ground. Dr. Gualtieré 


denies it, and maintains on the contrary, that 
there is no mountain without fprings, or large 
and deep lakes, not only upon the declivity, but 
allo upon the top, as one may fee in Switzerland, 
Tirol, Carinthia, &c. Befides, the Author pre- 
tends that the confequence drawn by Dr. Va- 


| Kifer from his obfervation, is not right, viz. 


that rain-water is fufficient for the keeping up of 
14 {prings, 
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{fprings. Dr. Gualtieri grants that the rain which 
falls upon the mountains of §¢. Pelerin, may be 
conveyed, through fubterraneous paflages, into 
the fountains of Modena, and contribute to their 
running. But he denies that it can be fuffici- 
ent for that purpofe; and his calculation has 
convineed him that if thofe mountains, inftead 
of confifting of earth and ftone, were only a col- 
lection of water, yet they would not be fufficient 
to keep up for half a year the fwift ftream of thofe 
fprings, which is above four miles broad, and 
in many places, above twelve fathoms deep. 
And therefore, to fupply the deficiency of the 
rain in thofe mountains, one muft neceffarily have 
recourfe on the one hand to the fea of Tufcany, 
and on the other to the Adriatic Gulph, whofe 
waters being made frefh may penetrate as faras 
thofe fprings. Nay, the Author conjectures 
that the Sea might very well, through thofe fub- 
terraneous paflages, convey infenfibly to the 
tops of fome mountains many of its different 
productions; a Phenomenon, which C in his 
opinion ) is afcribed with much lefs prohability 
to univerfal or particular inundations. One may 
fee what Dr. Gualtieri fays upon that fubjett: 
he feems to have a defign to treat that matter in 
fome particular Work. 

Again, Dr. Gualtieri is willing to fuppofe in 
favour of his Adverfary, that rain-water is equal 
in quantity to that which evaporates from the 
furface of lands and feas, and forms fprings and 
rivers. But this fuppofition can only hold, 
whilft the rain lafts. When the rain is over, 
how fhall we account for the continual courle 
ef thofe fprings and rivers? Dr. Valifnieri pre- 
tends that the ground is imbibed with rain-w2- 
fers, that get into it to a confiderable depth, 

where 
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where they find large receptacles cut out by 
the hands of Nature, in which they gather, 
to diffufe themfelves on all parts, and fupply 
running waters, during a {carcity of rain. 

The Author reprefents to him, with great 
politenefs, the inconveniencies of {uch fuppo- 
ftions. "The obfervations of Mr. de la Hire 
made for the fpace of eight years, fhow that in 
the moft plentiful rains, the water never pene- 
trates into the lighteft foil to the depth of eight 
feet, upon the moft even ground ; from whence 
it follows that water will much lefs be able to 
get into it, when it has fome declivity more or 
lefs confiderable. As for the pretended fubter- 
raneous receptacles of Dr. Valifuieri, befides 
that it is not much eafier to imagine them, than 
to find them out, they are liable to great dif- 
ficulties. For if thofe receptacles muft be filled 
up with rain-water, to afford it to fprings and 
rivers in time of drought, we mutt of necef- 
fity make one of thefe three fuppofitions, equally 
abfurd ; either that when it rains much, rivers 


do not {well at all ; or that when it does not 
| fain, they are quite dry ; or, that the quantity 
of rain-water is infinitely greater, than it has 
been determined to be by the moft exaét and 
| certain experiments. And indeed, if in rain 

| weather, one half of the water that falls, muft 
be kept in thofe receptacles, rivers cannot then 
| fwell exceedingly, as they do. If on the other 
_ hand, thofe receptacles are not filled up in a 
| Proper time, {prings and rivers will quickly dry 


up, when the rain is over. Befides, fince eigh- 


| teen inches of water cannot keep up the cone 
tinual courfe of fprings and rivers, and fill 
| Up their receptacles ; there muft needs fall infi- 
| Mitely more rainy than what does actually fall. 


_ What 
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What can one think (fays Dr. Gualtieri) of a 
fyftem liable to fuch abfurdities, if compared 
to another fyftem equally confiftent with reafon 
and experience ? 

Another inconveniency in the Hypothefis of 
the learned Profeflor of Padua, ariles trom his 
way of explaining the origin of a fpring, that 
runs upon the top of a high mountain, and con- 
fequently has no receptacle above it, trom which 
it can receive the water it pours out eontinu- 
ally. He fays, that in the adjacent parts there 
is always fome higher mountain, which affords 
that water through a fubterraneous pipe, bent 
like an inverted Siphon. But, not to fay. that 
one mutt frequently go above ten miles to find 
that higher mountain; what water will fill up 
the receptacle of that mountain, on the top of 
which it muft be fuppofed to be, that it may 
produce the effeét which is expected from it? 
Will it be the rain-water, that falls upon that 
top, from whence it does inimediately run down? 
But if there is no rain, for a confiderable time, 
the receptacle and the Siphons wil! quickly be 
exhaufted, and the fpring fupplied by it, will 
infallibly dry up: which yet does not happen, 
efpeciaily in fprings of a very high fituation. 

Dr. Gualtieri, having fufficiently welked with 
Dr. Valijniert over the mountains of Italy, to 
examine the fources of fountains and rivers, 
invites him to take a more painful walk over 
the mountains of Africa, Afia and America, which 
Ciays he) not being within the fight of the 
Proieffor at his window, as the mountains of 
Modena, and having never had the honour to 
be vifited by him, might very well difagree with 
his fyftem, as to fountains and rivers arifing from 
them. All the modern travellers acknowledgé 
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the prodigious quantity of water, which the ri- 
vers of thofe three parts of the world carry into 
the fea. Africa, in particular, is watered only 
twice a year by regular or periodical rains, that 
fall for the {pace of a month ; and then there is 
an extreme drought, occafioned by the excel- 
fwe heat of a double Summer, followed by a 
Winter much hotter than our Summers. No 
ice, no {now, is to be fecn in any Province of 
Africa. And yet, there are every where fprings 
that never dry up, vaft and very deep lakes, 
many canals, and a great many rivers, the falls 
whereof are heard at ten or twelve miles di- 
ftance. ‘The foil is very fruitful, and abounds 
with forefts confifting of very lofty trees. Hills 
and mountains are moftly full of plants, except 
fome fandy and uninhabited tracts. 

We muft therefore, according to Dr. Vak/ni- 
er?s fyftem, (fays our Author) fuppofe in the 
mountains of Africa a confiderable number of 
thofe fubterraneous receptacles, filled up with an 
immenfe quantity of water, to preferve the 
courfe of fo many fprings and rivers, during 
five or fix months of a continual drought. But 
if we reflect upon the prodigious quantity of 
water carried into the fea by the rivers of Afri- 
ca, {ome of which are 3, 4, 6, F§, and 20 miles 
broad at their entrance into the fea ; can any one 
fancy that all thofe waters come only from rain ? 
Indeed, rains will be fufficient to overflow whole 
Provinces and make them fruitful; but they 
cannot at the fame time fill up the fubterraneous 
receptacles of Dr. Valifnier?, fo far as to keep 
up the courfe of thofe rivers for the fpace of 
five months. The fame obfervations may be 
Made in relation to Afia and America, 3 
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The Author, before he concludes, returns to 
the Siphons of Dr. Valifniertz, through which 
that Profeflor conveys rain-water trom one 
mountain to another. Dr. Gualtieri maintains 
that fuch an expedient, which might appear 
{omewhat probable, as to the hills of Italy, is 
altogether impracticable, as to the Ifles of the 
Ocean, efpecially thofe where there are neither 
mountains, nor hills, where no rain does ever 
fall, and yet they afford perpetual fprings. For, 
not to mention the impoffibility of conceiving 
the conftruction and paflage of fuch Siphons 
under the channel of the fea; how could they 
reach the Maldives (for inftance) fo remote 
from the Continent, and fo {mall, that though 
it fhould rain there a whole year, and not one 
drop of water fhould be loft, yet that rain could 
not keep up the great number of {prings with 
which thofe Iflands are watered. How many 
hundreds of miles are the Phéiippine-Iflands and 
thofe of the Ladrones remote from Afia; the 
Ifle of St. Helena from Africa; and Bermuda 
from America¢ Yet, though it feldom rains in 
thofe Iflands, and fome of them have neither 
mountains, nor hills, they are watered with 
very: plentiful {prings. Can any body fay, or 
believe that water is conveyed thither from the 
firm Land by fubterraneous uninterrupted _paffi- 
ges, which reach under the channel of the fea 
above two thoufand miles? The Author does 
not think it at all probable. 

But (lays he, direéting his {fpeech to Dr. Vz- 
lifuiert) “* It would have been a great advantage 
“* for natural Hiftory, if the occupations that 
<¢ keep you in Italy, where you fill up fo wor- 
*¢ thily the moft famous Chairs, had permitted 


** you to undertake fome voyage beyond fea, in- 
ue 
to 
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“to Africa, for inftance, into America, where 
‘6 the wonderful works of Nature would have 
“ offered a {pectacle better fuited to the extent 
“ of your mind. You would have found there 
“ {ubterraneous rivers, and fprings of a tar 
‘¢ sreater extent than thofe of Modena; gtottos, 
“ caves, hot baths as numerous as in Italy; fale 
“ and fulphurous waters ; lakes and ponds upon 
“ the tops of mountains; and all thofe things 
“ much larger in proportion, and much more 
¢ wonderful. You would have defcribed them 
66 exactly, with your natural eloquence. Who 
“ knows but you would have engraved upon 
“ copper the difpofition of thofe different lays 
“ of ftone, clay, or mineral matter, which 
“ form the mountains of thofe regions ; but 
“ above all, whether you would not have given 
“us the difpofition of thofe different lays, 
“through which, as you fay, frefh water is 
“conveyed into the remoteft Iflands of the 


oo 


a“ “TT 
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“ Ocean? Such extraordinary and new figures - 


“ would have made a much greater noife among 
“the Learned, than thofe in which you have 
“ reprefented the Lake of Uri. But among fo 
“ many wonders, you would have been more 
“ furprifed ftill to find neither ice, nor fnow 
. upon thofe mountains. Befides, perceiving 
7 that it does not rain at all in thofe countries 
x for the {pace of five or fix months ; you would 
7 perhaps have been alittle perplexed, not know~ 
«, ng how to afcribe to rain the perpetual courfe 
7 of fo many rivers, in a country where the lit- 
7 tle rain that falls, is confumed by the excef- 
- five heat, or abforbed | by trees and other 
e plants of all kinds. Being then out of con- 
«, Celt with your voyage, and difpleafed with 

a climate, which would openly contradict 
*° your 
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“ vour fyftem; you would have called. Africa 
«° 4 monttrous country in that refpect, as it is 
“¢ already acknowledged to be, upon fo many 
“ other accounts, and quickly returned unto 
** Traly, which you think to be much more 


dl 


** favourable to your opinion ”. 


The Author, to conclude his reflexions, an- 
fwers thefe two difficulties, which might be 
raifed againft him. 1. When Wells are digged 
upon the Seafhore, the fprings bring water into 
them, not from the {fea-fide, but from that 
of the oppofite mountains: therefore ’tis not 


‘rain-water, but fea-water, that fills thofe wells. 


z. Want of rain dries up fprings ; and therefore 
the latter are derived from rain. We leave out 
the folutions of thofe two difficulties, for fear 
otf being too prolix. By the account we have 
hitherto given of the Author’s Syftem, one may 
eafily guefs how he anfwers fuch objections. We 
fhall only add, that his anfwer appears to be 
very folid. 


I went about the tranflation of this Article, 
affoon as it came to my bands, uot only becaufe it 
runs upon a curious fubjett, but alfo becanfe few 
Italian Books are imported into England. They 
are alfo very {carce in France. 
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ARTICLE XxX. 
LISBON. 


HEY are printing here the Voyage of Fer- 
nand Mindes Pinto, to which is added the 
Itinerary of Autony Lenreivo. In folio. 


GENEVA. 


wo Bookfellers of this City have underta- 
ken to print an Edition of all the Works 
of the celebrated Doctor De Launoy. It will 


| confift of five Volumes in fo/zo. The Author's 
Life will be added to it, with fome Pieces never 
| before printed. 


HAGU E, 


ASS Work is to be printed by fubfcription. 


Itis intitled, Secret Negotiations concerning 


the Peace of Munfer and Ofnabrug, containing 
_ the Preliminaries, Inftruétions, Letters and Me- 
_ Mois of thofe Negotiations begun in 1642, to 


the conclufion of the Peace in 1648, and feve- 


' Tal other Pieces: the whole taken from the 


moft authentic Manufcripts. It cannot be de- 
med that this Work is very ufeful to Politici- 


Ms and to all Negotiators, and that it deferves 
| tobe added to the Corps Diplomatique, or Great 
| Qllettion of the Treaties of Peace. The Pro- 


pofals 
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pofals fhow the number and importance of the a 
Pieces contained in that Work. The nature of d 
thofe Pieces, and their ftyle, in which no alte- 
ration has been made, will convince every bo- t( 
dy of their authenticknefs. ‘There will be four JB a 
Volumes in folio. The two firft Volumes are ef 
delivered to the Subifcribers. th 
ay 
LETDEN, . 


HE impreflion of the Zhefaurus Antiquitas Ev 
tum Italie, in many Volumes ix folio, is 
finifhed and ready to come out. 





fon 

PARTS. the 

the 

uy HE Catalogue of the Library of the late col 
M. Du Fay, Captain in the Guards, has # ™* 

been publifhed. Bzbiiotheca Fayana, &c. Paris. pe 
u 


1725. in 8°. 
That Library was accounted one of the moft § clear 
valuable in Paris, -for the choice’ of the bet #: 
Editions, and becaufe it contained the mot i "# 
curious and fearce Books in each kind of Lite- [mp #¢* 
rature ; not to mention their elegant binding. | 
Moft of the Greek and Latin Poets are to be eM: 
found in it. M.ds Fay began to learn the Greek 
tongue, when he was above forty years of age. 
The Catalogue confifts of 6500 Volumes. The 
Auction of that Library is not yet finifhed. 





















Il. Mr. Du Bois, aSurgeon of this City, has 
put out jome obfervations upon the {mall Pox. 


Odbfervations & Reflexions fur la petite Verole, 
€3 fur un Remede prefervatif contre cette maladie. 


Par V. Du Bois, Maitre Chirargien a Paris, 
ancien 
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aicien Prevot de §. Come. A Paris chew Charles 

Maurice @ Houry. 1725. im 12°. pagg. gt. 
The Author fays, he has a wonderful Secret 

to preferve Mankind from the fmall pox ; a fe- 


/ get not to be difcovered, till a fuperior power 
| encourages the publication of it, out of love tor 
the public good. Mr. Du Bois derives the ori- 


gin of the {mall pox from the forbidden fruit 


| which Adam eat. He fays that rhe crafty Serpent, 


envying the bappine/s of Men, made Adam and 
Rue fufceptible of that dijeafe, by prompting them 
to tranfere/s the Law about the forbidden fruit. 


| That Surgeon will have thofe, who tend a per- 
| fon fick of the fmall pox, to keep in the day all 


the windows of his chamber open, not only in 
the fummer, but even in the winter, unlefs the 


cold be very violent; and he affirms that by this 
| means he has cured of that difeafe above fifteen 


hundred people. He fays alfo that a patient 
fhould frequently be fhitted, and have every day 
clean fheets, and even lie in another bed, if he 


B can afford it ; that he may be delivered from the 


infulting attack of infe€tious and hot particles. 
He maintains that the Inoculation of the {mall 
pox is a pernicious and extravagant practice. 
Mr. Du Bois frequently mentions his Preferva- 
tive. Jam fo fure Clays he) of its efficacy, that 
I dare affirm that if the Inoculation was performe 
ed upon a man provided with my Prefervative, it 
would not work upon bim. 

This Book has been reflected upon by Dr. Le 
Thieulier, a Paris Phyfician, who has publithed 
the following Pamphlet, wherein he has inferted 
‘ Differtation concerning the fmall pox. 


Lettre al Auteur des Obfervations €&9 Reflexions 
fir la petite Veroley avec une Differtation fur cette 
AveusT 1725. K malas 
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maladie, €3 la maniere la plus beureufe de ia 
traiter. Par M.F. Louis Le Thieullier, Docieur. 
Regent de la Faculté de Medecine en PUniver{ite 
de Paris. 1725. in 12°. pagg. 100. 

Dr. Le Thieullier fays in his Differtation, tha 
few remedies fhould be prefcribed for the {mall 
pox ; and he obferves that of the {mall number 
of perfons affected with that difeafe, to whom 
remedies are given, many more die, than of the 
great number of thofe who take none. Nay, 
he fays that if Children are more eafily cured of 
it, "tis becaufe remedies cannot be adminiftred to 
them. This reflexion is = upon experi: 
ence, and deferves to be ferioufly confidered. 


III. Mr. Du Chatel, Advocate in the Parlix 
ment of Normandy, communicated in 1711 to 
the Editors of the Univer{al Dittionary of Trt 
voux about 1300 Articles omitted in the Edition 
of 1704, and defired no other reward for his ly 
bour, but a copy of that Didtionary in large 
Paper, when it fhould be reprinted, and that his 
name fhould be mentioned in the Preface of the 
fecond Edition. 'Thofe terms were then accept: 
ed by the Editors, who made ufe of Mr. Du 
Chatel’s obfervations in the Edition of 1721, 
and omitted none of the Articles he had fent t 
them. Yet, no notice was taken of him in the 
Preface. As for the promifed copy, he ws 
obliged to have juftice done him by my Lord 
Chancellor, who ordered that he fhould have: 
bound copy of the Dictionary in large paper ; and 
that in order to punifh the Editors, befides the 
the labour of Mr. Du Chatel fhould be mentiom 
ed in the Paris-Journal, in the Memoirs of Tre: 
voux, and even in the Journal of Verdun, he 


fhould have two other copies in common paper 
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Afterwards a {mall Piece, concerning that dif- 
pute, was inferted in the ‘fournal des S¢avans 
at the requeft of one of the Editors of 
the Dictionary. Mr. Du Chatel has an- 
fwered it in a Pamphlet of 49 pages. He 
frys among other things, that he had fent 


| the word Garboucle, which is a fort of Phlegmon, 
| orinflamed Bubo, otherwife called Anthrax; and 
| that the Editors read it Carbonele, and fancying 
| he had forgot an /, fupplied that letter; fo that 
| (fays he) it is both a curious and fhameful thing 
to find Carbonelle in that Dictionary. Mr. Du 
Chatel fent alfo the word Franci/er : it has been 
inferted with a note importing that no Author 
| didever ufe it inwriting. Mr. Du Chatel fhows 
| the contrary. One of his additions was Zypogra- 
| phie, and Typographique. ‘The Authors of the 
| Dittionary have inferted thofe two words; but 


they fay that they are not French. Mr. Du 
Chatel proves that they have been ufed by feve- 


| ml Writers. He fays that the Articles which he 
| has communicated to the Compilers of the Di- 
| Gionary, are more ufeful than a thoufand obfer- 


vations to be found in it upon dada, caca, 


| wanan, michon, bobo, fanfan, patata, brelique- 


breloque, borgnibus, par ma fiquette, &c. He 


complains that obfcene words have been ex- 


plained in a grofs, improper and licentious man- 
ner, and gives fome inftances of it. He fays 
that he has found 1626 omiffions and 126 faults 
inthe Dictionary of Trevoux. He applies thefe 
words to the Compilers of that Dictionary : Spo- 
kaveruut me, €9 maledixerunt mibi. 


_ I foall obferve, that if there were only 126 faults 
in the Dictionary of Trevoux, it would be a very 
Uluable Work inthat refpeét. I have {aid in the 
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former Memoirs of Literature t, that a learned 
German Writer found above a hundred and eighteen 
mifiakes in one fingle Article of Moreri’s Dicétio. 
nary, viz. in the Article of Germany. 


IV. A Commentary upon the Prophets by the 
late Father Alexandre, a Dominican, is to be 
publifhed. The Pope has given leave to dedi- 
cate it to him, but upon condition that no no- 
tice fhall be taken of the birth of his Holinefs, 


V. Father Fofeph Capet, Secretary general to 
the Congregation of St. Maur, has put outa 
circular Letter, dated April 25, about the death 
of Father Denys de Sainte-Marthbe, Superior 
general of the fame Congregation. 

That learned Religious publifhed among other 
Books, the Life of Caffiodorus, Chancellor to 
Theodoric, and then Abbot of Viviers, printed 
in 1694. The Life of Pope Gregory the Great 
in 1697. An Edition of all the Works of that 
Pope in 1699. 

The Work about which he went fince, till 
he died, was a new Edition much larger of the 
Gallia Chriftiana, publifhed by Meffieurs 4 
Sainte-Marthe. ‘There are already three Vo 
lumes in folio printed; and Father Capet affures 
us that thofe Religious whom he had chofen to 
help him in that labour, are able to publith feven 
other Volumes. 

Dom Denys de Sainte-Marthe, born at Paris 
the 24. of May 1650, died in the Abbey of &. 
Germain des Prez on Good Friday March 30. 


— | 





t Vol. IV. pag. 34. 2d Edit. 
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of this prefent year 1725, being univerfally re- 
eted. 
That Father, in 1688, publifhed a Book to 
iuftify the Perfecution of the French Proteftants ; 
one of the moft horrid perfecutions that ever 


| was exercifed ; a perfecution which has made 


thoufands of people unhappy ; a perfecution ad- 


| yifed by fome Clergymen, who perhaps were 


Atheifts, and carried on by mere political views, 


| without any fear of God, without any refpect 


for the Deity. How could Father Denys de 
Sainte- Marthe juftity fuch a perfecution with a 


: good con{cience ? Was he a politic Prieft ? 


VI. Two Volumes z# 410, written by Father 


| Le Faya Jefuit, will fhortly come out. They 


are intitled, Bzbliotheca Rbetorum, that is, A 


| Bibliotheque of the Rhetoricians, containing pre- 
| cepts and examples, both for Eloquence and 
Poetry. 


VII. M. de Guignard, Chevalier of the Mili- 


| tary Order of St. Lewis, and Lieutenant-Colo- 


nel of the foot-Regiment of Tdz/, has publifhed 


the following Book. 


L’ Ecole de Mars, ou Memoires inftructifs fur 
toutes les parties qui compofent le Corps Militaire 
en France, avec leurs origines, €8 les diferentes 
manoeuvres aufquelles elles font eimployces. 


VII. Father Auge, a barefooted Auftin- Monk, 
defigns to publifh a new Edition of Father Au- 
felme’s Genealogical Hiftory of the Houfe of 
France, and the great Officers of the Crown, &c. 
The firft Edition came out in 1673, in two Vo- 
lumes in quarto. ‘The fecond was publifhed with 
eonfiderable aditions in 1412, by M. du Fourni, 
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Auditor of Accounts, without putting his name 
to it. That fecond Edition being all fold off ; 
Father Auge has thought fit to publifh a third 
fo much enlarged that it will confift of fix Vo- 
lumes 77 folio. 


IX. A Relation of the death of the late Pope, 
and of the Conclave that met for the election of 
Benedif? XML. his Succeffor, has been printed at 

laucy. It contains the names, the age, and 
the lives of all the Cardinals, who entered the 
laft Conclave, the character of the prefent Pope, 
and the hiftory of his election; to which, ac- 
— to the Author, the three Cardinals, Je- 
fuits, Crnfuegos, Zolomet and Salerno did par- 
ticularly contribute. 


X. Mr. Brillon, Advocate in the Parliament, 
will publifh a new Edition of the Dzéfionnaire 
des Arréts enlarged above one half. ‘There wiil 
be fix Volumes in folio, three of which are al- 
ready printed. 


XI. Father Bougent, a Jefuit of this City, 
will fhortly give to the Public the Hifory of 
the Peace of Munfier. He has been for many 
years upon that wold Work, and writes 
from the Memoirs of Count D’Avanx, Plenipo- 
tentiary of the Court of France for that Treaty, 
which were communicated to him by the late 
M. de Mefines, Firft Prefident of the Parliament 
of Paris. "That Work will confift of three or four 
Volumes zu 4fo. 'The Author has particularly 
applied himielf to unfold in a new way the po- 
litics and interefts of the Courts of Europe, in 
the time of the Miniftry of the Cardinals tle 
Richelieu and Mazarin. 

This 
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This Work is very different trom the Secret 
Negotiations concerning the Peace of Munfter and 
Ojnabrug, to be printed at the Hague. 


XII. A Treatife of the Duties of Wives to- 
wards their Husbands is lately come out. 

Traité des devoirs des femmes envers leurs ma- 
ris, sSyftéme nouveat. Par M.D. *** A Pa- 


| ris 1925. IN 12. page. o. 


The Author does not appear to have a great 
idea of women. He would have husbands to 


: command their wives, as a Prince commands his 
| fubjects, and wives to obey’ their husbands, as 
_ fubjeéts obey their Princes. This he calls pa/- 


five obedience ; and he declares that to difpenfe 


| wives from fuch an obedience is as great acrime 
| asto encourage the rebellion of fubjeéts againft 
_ their Sovereigns. | 


XI. Father Charenton, a Jefuit, has pub- 


_ lihed a French Tranflation of Mariana’s Hiftory 
| of Spain, in five Volumes in 4to. with Notes 
| and Maps. ‘That Hiftorian compofed his Work 
_ in Latin under the reign of Philip II; and we 
| have three Editions of it, one of Spain and two 
_ of Germany : they are not very common. Af- 
| terwards Mariana publifhed that Hiftory in the 
| Spanifh language, and dedicated it to Philip III. 
| This fecond Hiftory differs in many places from 
the Latin ; and the Author fays that it is not 
properly a tranflation. : 


XIV. ‘The Sermons of Father Hubert, a Prieft 


: of the Oratory, lately’ publifhed in fix Vo- 
| lumes in 129. are very’ much efteemed. Fa- 
| ther Hubert was a very humble man. He met 


Ape day. in a large’ company a perfon of diftin- 


K 4 ction, 
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€tion, who put him in mind that he had_ been 
his {chool-fellow. J have not forgot it, anfwered 
Father Hubert: you furnifhed me with Books, and 
gave me fome of your cloaths. 


XV. The following Fable has been lately 
compofed. 


The Vine and the Olive-tree. 


Un Sep de Vigne infortuné, 
Que le fort avoit condamné 
A ramper parmi la pouffiere ; 
Auquel le Soleil en tout tems 
Dédaignoit d’accorder cette douce lumiere, 
Ces rayons vifs & bienfaifans, 
Qui font l’ame de la nature, 
Et font renaitre tous les ans 
Les fleurs, les fruits & la verdure ; 
Ce fep qui pouvoit tout au plus 
Offrir au Vigneron quelques grains de verjus, 
Pour reparer fa honte & fa foibleffe 
S’avifa de jouer d’adreffe. 


Un Olivier n’etoit pas loin de lui. 

Voila, dit-il, dequoi me faire un ferme apui; 
D’un tel fecours il eft bon d’étre proche. — 

Soudain il s’évertue, il s’allonge, il s’accrocht, 
Et fait tant qu’aprés maints travaux 

I! jette fur fon tronc fes languiflans rameaux 


A peine eft-i] guindé fur la Cime féconde 
De l’arbre heureux que Minerve cherit; 
Qu’il va fe mettre dans l’efprit 
De s’en prévaloir dans le monde. 
Plein d@’imprudence & d@interét, 
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Et d’une vanité nouvelle, 
Il crut pour réuffir voir un moyen tout prét. 


Zephire prés de 1a voltigeoit, il l’appelle. 
Meffager, lui dit-il, de la faifon des fleurs, 
Qui repans par toute la terre 
Les doux parfums, les fuaves odeurs, 
Qu’exhale different parterre, 
Va, je te prie, annoncer en tous lieux, 
Que l’Olivier & moi fous la méme influence 
De notre feve uniffans la puiffance, 
Produifons de concert des fruits fi précieux, 
Qu’ils font honneur ala table des Dieux. 


Zephire part, mais l’Olivier qu’étonne 
Cette louange fanfaronne, 
Et qui modefte n’aimoit pas 
Des difcours fi peu delicats, 
Sagite, fe fecoué, abbat enfin la Vigne, 
Et l’ayant €cartée a la faveur du vent, 
Lui fit bien voir qu’elle ¢toit digne 


De ramper comme auparavant. 
XVI. Here follow the titles of two new 


1.Traité dela fureté €8 confervation des Etats par 


: le moyen des Fortereffes, par M. Maigret, Ingeni- 
_ eur en Chef, Chevalier de POrdre Royal Militaire 
| de Saint Louis. A Paris, chez Billiot. 1725. 


| 12°. page. 444. 


2. Nouvelle maniere @éteindre les Incendies, 


, %ec plufieurs autres Inventions utiles a la Ville de 


Paris. A Paris, chez Thibouft, &c. 1725. *Tis 
Mr. Moitrel, 


| aPamphlet in 12°. 























4 
‘ 
i 
} :; 
5 ty 4 
f 
: 
a 
2 % 
- 
¥ 
z » 
ee 
~% 
mm | 
ay 
Pe 
= te. 
& ei 
- oS 
4, 
Co ie) * 


ron ei SMa ge 
th a 7 bg J | 





154 New MEMOIRS ~~ Art. 24. 


Mr. Moitre/, who is the Author of this {mal} 
Book, propofes a new Invention of his own to 
make Bells fpeak, in fo much that all the fub- 
jects for which they are generally rung, will be 
underftood. He has alfo invented Dials, to 
know at a league’s diftance the hour of the day 
by the Clock of a Church. 


XVII. The Clovis of the Chevalier De St. Di- 
dier (fee above pag. 104.) has not been fo much 
efteemed as the League of Mr. De Voltaire. 
There is not in it art and genius enough. The 
connexion of the faéts does not at all affeét the 
mind, and the Poetry is not fufficiently harmo- 
nious. Befides, the fictions are not new. A 
Poet is to be commended for imitating Homer, 
Virgil, Taffo ; but it fhould not be a fervile imi- 
tation. Their fictions ought to enliven the 
imagination of the Poet, that he may invent as 
they did; but he muft not be their Echo. It 
muft be confefled that the French Poets are ve- 
ry much for imitation. 

The Readers have feen above, that the Paris 
Journalifis give a very good character of the Clo- 


Vis. 


XVIII. Mr. Roi has compofed the firft eight 
Cantos of an Epic Poem. His Hero is Fernar- 
do Cortez. ‘That name does not appear vely 
proper for Poetry. The Poem begins thus: 


Toi qui fuivis Ulyffe & Fafon dans les mers, 
Mu/e, raconte mot par quels travaum divers 
L’intrepide Fernand &c. 


Some perfons who have heard the firft Canto, 


affirm that there are fine paffages in it. oh 
b 
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The bumour of compofing Epic Poems does very 
much prevail in France of late. This is the third 
Poem of this kind, that has appeared within thefe 
two or three years. 


XIX. It was thought that C/ovzs would not 
be criticized ; but it has been newly attacked in 
five Letters. 


XX. A new Edition of the following Work 
js come out. 

Nouvelle Defcription de la Ville de Paris, & de 
tout ce quelle coutienent de plns remarquable. Par 
Germain Brice. (That is, A new Defcription of 
the City of Paris, and of the moft remarkable 
things in it.) 

This Edition is attended with a new Plan of 
Paris, and new Figures, which reprefented all 
the curiofities of this great City. Whena man 
has {pent many years at Paris, and reads this 
Work the firft time, he is furprifed that he has 
lived in the midft of fo many things worthy of 


| notice, without knowing them. This Book 


with which Foreigners always take care to pro= 


| vide themfelves, when they come to Paris, is 


fill more neceffary to the Parifians, fince it is a 


'fhameful thing to be a ftranger in one’s own 


country. This new Edition confifts of four Vo- 


_lumes in 12° Mr. Brice, notwithftanding his 
| Steat age, has had ftrength enough to put the 


laft hand to his Work. 


XXI. A Bookfeller is printing the Poem of 
Religion, by the Abbot Affelin, with a Difcour/e 
to engage Unbelievers to examine Truth, and 
with fome works of the fame Author. The Ab- 
bot Affelin has been known long ago by his 

fine 
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fine wit, and by many good Pieces of Verfe, 
which have carried the prizes of the French 
Academy, and of that of the Floral Games at 


Toulou/e. 


LONDON. 


Releftiones XXXIX Ecclefiaftice, olim ba. 

bite in Sacello Collegii Emmanuelis apud 
Cantabrigienfes, a Joanne Richardfon, S. Z. B. 
Authore Libri cui Titulus, 'The Canon of the 
New Teftament vindicated. 

Thefe Ecclefiaftical Lectures will be printed from 
a correct Copy of the Author’s own writing, 
left by him for the Prefs. ‘They run upon the 
Genealogy and Birth-day of Chrift: the {pv- 
rioufnefs of the Apofolical Conftitutions: the 
Therapeute mentioned by Philo: the teftimony 
of Fofepbus concerning Chrift: the Sibyllin Or: 
cles: Simo Magus: the converfion of the an- 
tient Britons, Anglo-Saxons, Scots, Irifh, French, 
and Spaniards: the Council of Néce, and the 
next five Oecumenical Councils : the Emperor 
Conftantin: the ambition and impoftures of the 
Popes : the origin and progrefs of the antient 
Monks: the origin of feveral Monaftical Or- 
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